PARKS MASTER PLAN
INTRODUCTION
1.1.	OVERVIEW

The City of Lethbridge provides its residents with a high quality of
life that is enjoyed through its parks and open space system. The
city has a comprehensive park system, including two existing regional
parks and a river valley park system that provide ample opportunity
for active and passive recreation activities. The Parks Master Plan will
guide development phasing and future parkland development.
The Parks Master Plan embraces the City’s vision for parkland
development and positions the City to readily respond to emerging
trends and to meet the challenges associated with continued growth.
Advanced planning for land acquisition and design templates will ensure
a continued level of excellence in the provision of a comprehensive
open space system that meets the needs of residents.
In order to optimize investment value, a public engagement process
fully integrated in the Master Plan development assisted in identifying
and responding to community issues and the requirements for phasing,
safety, and environmental stewardship.

1.2.	GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The Lethbridge Parks Master Plan recognizes the need for a
comprehensive plan that continues to enhance the quality of life for
residents and visitors to Lethbridge. The redevelopment of existing
parks and planning for future open space creates the need to develop a
long-range strategic plan and implementation program that considers
current needs, shifting demands and multiple uses.
This goal will be achieved with these objectives in mind:
• Develop a detailed understanding of the intricate relationships
between current park use, shifting trends and future needs through
consultation with key stakeholders and the public;
• Capture and analyze stakeholder and public feedback to determine
community needs;
• Develop a long-range vision aligned with the City’s vision;
• Establish a clear language of design guidelines and principles for
future park planning and development;
• Evaluate development criteria against asset management,
operational requirements and other financial indicators; and
• Endeavor to gain public consensus and endorsement of the
“Parks Master Plan”.
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1.3. SCOPE OF THE MASTER PLAN

The Parks Master Plan is wide-ranging in scope, integrating community
input and feedback in the process in order to establish priorities and
action plans that guide the City’s park development and management
strategy. The Plan incorporates:
• Major park requirements and locations
• River valley parks system future needs and opportunities;
• Neighbourhood park standards that meet community needs and
guide planning;
• Downtown parks and open space linkages;
• Storm water management system for storage facilities and
overland drainage;
• Special use areas including mountain bike areas and skate parks;
• Classification system with definitions;
• Cost implication projections of recommendations with funding
alternatives that may be available to the municipality;
• Recreational Trends Analysis (RTA) to identify future needs;
• Community needs assessment based on the recreational trends
analysis and stakeholder engagement;
• Urban Parks Reserve Fund management principles;
• Park development guidelines; and
• Implementation strategies.

1.4. PROJECT PROCESS

Master Plan development is a comprehensive process that identifies
the problem, incorporates relevant finding from previous and current
studies in its solutions, engages the community throughout the process
to seek their input and feedback, and provides clear and measurable
outcomes and recommendations.
Figure 1.1: Master Plan Process illustrates the process
methodology.

1.5. USE OF THIS DOCUMENT

Master plans by their nature, consider problems and opportunities
from a range of perspectives and provide a focused action plan. They
provide conceptual, high level planning ideas rather than detailed
resolution, and incorporate flexibility to encourage innovation and
creative solutions.
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