BIKEWAYS & PATHWAYS MASTER PLAN
INTRODUCTION
1.1. OVERVIEW

The City of Lethbridge is a vibrant and growing Alberta city with a
well established network of bikeways and pathways that are a gateway
to health, fitness, recreation, leisure and transportation in the City.
The pathway system was designed for multiple uses including walking,
running and cycling however, recent growth and changes in recreation
and lifestyle trends require further integration of non-traditional uses
and expansion of the current system. Although the current system
can accommodate some growth and additional non-motorized use,
new destinations, prevailing conditions and some existing functional
deficiencies have necessitated a comprehensive system-wide pathway
review.
“Bikeways” are defined in this document as “primarily transportation
focused, non-motorized vehicle pathways, often integrated closely
with the roadway and transportation network.” They are an important
component of the comprehensive bikeway and pathway system
providing connectivity where required.

1.2. PURPOSE

The Lethbridge Bikeway and Pathway Master Plan is a planning, design
and communication tool to facilitate strategic expansion and retooling
of the overall bikeway and pathway system to better meet the needs of
this growing city. This Master Plan considers, builds on, and integrates
other City initiatives related to transportation, recreation, tourism, and
land use and reflects the evolution of leisure and recreation trends in
Lethbridge. The Plan is inherently flexible and can readily be adapted to
changing future trends and user expectations. Although the Lethbridge
Bike and Pathway Master Plan has been developed as a long term 10
year plan, it also provides a focus and framework for bikeway and
pathway development within the next 5 years.
The purpose of this Master Plan is threefold:
• As a long-term planning and visioning tool, it establishes a
baseline from which to measure progress and success;
• As a short-term action plan and implementation strategy, it
identifies critical bikeway and pathway infrastructure; and
• As a document comprised of current practices and guidelines, it
articulates a renewed and shared vision for future bikeway and
pathway development in the city of Lethbridge.
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1.3. KEY GOALS AND OUTCOMES
1.3.1 Goals

The Lethbridge Bikeway and Pathway Master Plan is designed to
achieve the following goals:
1. Evaluates existing standards, guidelines and facilities;
2. Provides an updated bikeways and pathways classification system;
3. Identifies short term development priorities that meet long term
objectives;
4. Identifies guidelines to develop standards that enhance
appearance, function, accessibility and safety of an inclusive,
multi-use bikeway and pathway system throughout the city; and
5. Engages the public and key stakeholders in the planning process
to ensure the voice of users is heard and incorporated in decisionmaking.
These goals will create the baseline data from which to measure
future growth and need for enhancement and become the basis of
a comprehensive strategy that will enhance the quality of life for
residents and visitors alike.

1.3.2	Outcomes

Based on project goals, the Master Plan articulates the following clear
and measurable outcomes:
• Recreation trends are evaluated and results applied to the Master Plan;
• Users are identified and their needs integrated into the planning
framework;
• Capital budgets, implementation strategies and funding initiatives
are included to ensure this plan will be successful;
• Stakeholder and public input has been considered in developing
the Master Plan;
• The Plan considers, builds on, and integrates current City
initiatives and other existing master plans;
• Guidelines are established to guide future planning and
development phasing;
• Each component of the Plan is measured against a community
developed vision;
• A comprehensive city-wide bikeways and pathways network is
identified;
• Lessons learned and best practices from other jurisdictions are
evaluated with a view to develop a “Made-in-Lethbridge”
solution; and
• Public support and endorsement of the Lethbridge Bikeway and
Pathway Master Plan is achieved.
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1.4. PROJECT METHODOLOGY AND PROCESS

Master plan development is a comprehensive process that identifies
the problem, incorporates relevant findings from previous and current
studies in its solutions, engages the community throughout the process
to seek their input and feedback, and provides clear and measurable
outcomes and recommendations.
The project process is illustrated in Figure 1.1: Bikeways and
Pathways Master Plan Process.

1.5

USE OF THIS DOCUMENT

Master plans are documents that by nature, consider problems from
a range of perspectives, and provide a focused action plan. Master
plans provide conceptual, high level planning ideas rather than detailed
resolutions. This Master Plan serves as a toolbox to identify priorities
and recommendations with the flexibility to encourage innovation and
creative solutions.
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