BIKEWAYS & PATHWAYS MASTER PLAN
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Introduction

The City of Lethbridge is defined by a unique open space network
of linear parks, major community and city-wide lake parks, making
it one of the most extensive and connected open space networks
in Canada. Alberta’s recent economic prosperity has impacted all
Alberta municipalities in varying degrees with each formulating plans
to effectively manage the impacts. The City of Lethbridge however,
has historically demonstrated foresight in planning infrastructure and
is well positioned to develop thoughtful and creative strategies that
demonstrate the City’s visionary leadership and commitment to a city
built on excellence.
The City of Lethbridge is divided by the river valley, defining the
character of the city and at the same time, requiring creative engineering
and planning solutions that unify its footprint and build on its strong
sense of community. The vision to develop a connected trail system
dates to the early 1900’s when a simple trail with few connections
was constructed through Henderson Park, leading to informal trails
connecting communities in the late 1960’s. The pathway system has
since evolved to connect an extensive open space system with pathway
access points now incorporated into subdivision plans to connect to
the regional trail network. This forward thinking reflects the City’s
commitment to providing lifestyle choices that include health, fitness,
recreation, leisure and transportation alternatives.

The Master Plan

The City of Lethbridge is guided by the vision, “To be a healthy,
attractive and economically viable city,” as articulated in its Strategic
Plan. The City has recognized and seized the opportunity to proactively
develop a Master Plan to strategically guide future development of
the bikeways and pathways network as well as ensure that the current
network functions effectively. Integral to the Master Plan process was
a fully integrated public consultation process that actively engaged the
community voices in decision making and planning.

The Process & Rationale

A Community Needs Assessment gathered citizen opinions and
attitudes about the existing network as well as a list of their needs
and wants. All were measured against the principles that would guide
decision-making– accessibility, connectivity, functionality, education
and promotion, and safety. Priorities were identified and measured
against these principles as well as within a triple bottom line framework
that recognizes an interconnection between societal, economic and
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environmental decisions. The results of the Community Needs
Assessment also served to create a classification system and define
priorities and recommendations.

The Recommendations

The Bikeways Parks & Pathways Master Plan is a comprehensive
document designed to assist the City in facilitating a strategic expansion
and retooling of the overall bikeway and pathway system. The plan
is inherently flexible and can be readily adapted to changing trends
and user expectations. It has been developed as a visionary 10 year
strategic plan, incorporating both short and mid term priorities for
development.
Specific recommendations have been put forward to overcome existing
barriers and demonstrate leadership. Included for consideration are
education and awareness that can be achieved through implementing
strategic communications, partnerships, and engaging community
to support healthy lifestyles and alternative transportation through
promoting the benefits of bicycle commuting and recreational
use. Adopting a pathways classification system will set minimum
requirements for a “Made-in-Lethbridge” pathway program.
The Master Plan also includes a separate section on education and
promotion with recommendations together with potential sources of
funding and partnership options.

The Priorities

Priorities have been categorized as short, mid, and long term to better
formulate strategies that balance financial implications with managing
growth, user benefit, conflict mitigation and integration with other City
initiatives. Short-term priorities are those that require improvements
to hazardous crossings and barriers that limit accessibility to primary
destinations. These include some capital intensive undertakings that are
time, planning and design intensive that should commence immediately
in order to realize benefits in a timely manner. It will be beneficial to
adopt the new pathway classification system to guide planning of new
development and upgrade existing on-road and off-road pathways.
Mid-term priorities are those associated with future growth and can
be constructed on an as-needed basis to increase network connectivity
and accessibility for new communities. Long-term priorities are those
that involve extensive planning and large capital budgets to address
land acquisitions and other initiatives requiring feasibility studies that
consider heritage impact, environmental sensitivity and evaluation
of function. Related to specific development priorities are general
considerations that address opportunities to review and coordinate
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internal efforts to take creative advantage of existing infrastructure
and incorporating network opportunities in upgrading initiatives.
Maintenance priority guidelines provide a framework for balancing
resources and budgets with mobility and recreational priorities of
users.
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