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Neighbour Day YQL
Introduction
The Beyond Your Front Door neighbourhood initiative has been actively supporting the
engagement of neighbours and the development of welcoming and inclusive
neighbourhoods across Lethbridge. Along with the support of the City of Lethbridge
and the newly formed Council of Lethbridge Neighbourhoods, Beyond Your Front Door
declared June 13th, 2015 as Neighbour Day in Lethbridge. This would be the first time
Lethbridge has hosted such an event.
The concept of Neighbour Day is simple - it is a day to celebrate community by
connecting with neighbours, the very people we live next door to. This connection can
be simple, whether through a neighbourhood project that builds a clean, safe and
friendly environment, or a celebration that provides an opportunity for neighbours to
socialize and welcome each other.
Neighbour Day is one step further in creating engaged, safe, welcoming and inclusive
neighbourhoods across Lethbridge.

The Importance of Neighbour Day
There are many reason for hosting a Neighbour Day event. The most important reason is
based on the knowledge that people are increasingly isolating themselves from
community, or in some cases, even being pushed aside by society. This development of
social isolation leads to destructive attitudes, and has negative effects on individual
and community well-being and safety. But the opposite is true when promoting a strong
sense of community.
We are informed that having strong support networks and relationships has a positive
impact on our health. Connected neighbours leads to positive individual and
community well-being and feeling safe, by being engaged and having an overall
sense of belonging. Opportunities to socialize help create emotional bonds between
people and their community. Connected neighbourhoods are the vehicle for social
change. Finally, community is linked as a core to happiness.
The BYFD initiative aims to engage all people in Lethbridge, to create a safe community
for all people, to welcome all people and to include all people in every aspect of
community life. By “all people” it is meant everyone from differing backgrounds,
cultures, ways of life, ability and source of income. This includes, but is not exclusive to,
Aboriginal Peoples, New Canadians, people with differing abilities, LGBTQ+ peoples,
people experiencing homelessness, seniors, youth, and families of differing status.
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Community, by definition, is inclusive and connected. To achieve a true sense of
community in Lethbridge we must start from just outside our front doors and connect
with the people around us, in our neighbourhoods. From hear we can start to better
understand the stories of our neighbours and learn to live as a community.
On Neighbour Day, June 13th, residents of Lethbridge were encouraged to step beyond
their front door, meet their neighbours of all backgrounds, cultures, ways of life, and
discover what community can be. This is the lighter side of why Lethbridge
neighbourhoods were host Neighbour Day, so that neighbours can connect by
celebrating with each other through fun, food and friendship.

Neighbourhood Events
There were 14 neighbourhood events that celebrated Neighbour Day 2015. These
events happened in 12 Lethbridge neighbourhoods on each side of the city. The events
ranged from neighbourhood clean-ups, neighbourhood garage sales, volunteerism,
block parties and party in the parks.

7 Ave S and Area Neighbourhood Garage Sale and Block Party (Victoria Park)
The informal, micro-neighbourhood of 7AveS in
the City of Lethbridge consists of 16 blocks, some
331 households, within the defined southside
“neighbourhood” of Victoria Park. 7AveS is
bordered by 6th Ave to the north, 8th Ave to the
south, 13th St. to the west and 21st St. to the east.

7AveS has been hosting neighbourhood garage sales since approximately 2009. In
2012, the sale event grew to include a post-sale block party on the avenue proper. The
following year (2013), it was decided to move the party to a back alley.
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Which brings us to this year, 2015. 7AveS had
taken their original annual tradition and
boosted it in celebration of the first Neighbour
Day in Lethbridge, going above and beyond
expectations. There were more than 45
households participating in the neighbourhood
wide garage sale with patrons spanning across
the area from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. New this
year, a block along 7th Ave. was closed by
permit so as to facilitate the pedestrian
atmosphere of the annual sale; but, also, to accommodate new event “value” and
content for those attending. This new content included live music, the Bookmobile, a
bouncy castle and a food truck. By all accounts, these new features, located within
the closed block in the form of a “festival square” were extremely well received.
Event organizers commissioned graphic artist Eric Dyck in 2015 to generate a visual that
reflected the event’s distinctive cultural/urban landscape. The uniquely-themed flyer
together with other recruitment efforts – not to mention the 13 June event itself –
resulted in an increase to the organizers’ contact list of over fifty percent. Likewise,
“Like” engagement with 7AveS’ Facebook page rose significantly during the same
period. The ‘Neighbour Day’ graphic was also used greatly by 7AveS to promote its 13
June event…mostly in the form of sponsorship acknowledgement.

Numbers attending the 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. event were impossible to judge as venues
existed across a sixteen block area. Further, visitors from across the neighbourhood and
the City required no tickets to attend. It is known, however, that the food truck was
exhausted of some of its menu choices as well as loose change, implying that the
“festival square” component of the event was strongly attended. Anecdotal
comments put pedestrian traffic in the neighbourhood in the thousands.
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From 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. an invite only/RSVP
“block party” was held in a neighbourhood
alley and on adjacent property. Food, beer
and a portable washroom for the event were all
sponsored. Numbers attending this party,
based on RSVPs and visual impressions, were
approximately 150 persons, representing 50
RSVP’d households.

Westminster Village Fair
This was the second year the Westminster
Village Committee (WVC) hosted the Village
Fair. The WVC decide to host the event in
conjunction with Neighbour Day as a way to
promote neighborliness in Westminster,
something that the WVC is a strong supporter
of. The theme of the event is an old fashion
fair, with fairs-styled games, food and
entertainment.
The event was hosted in Adams Park as an
open, visible and central location. The park
setting allowed the event to be organized in
a circle so that a sense of community could
be captured in this space. People
wondered the fair from activity to activity
and taking in the entertainment provided.

Although the attendance was reported as not being as strong as last year’s event, the
fair was still well attended with an estimate of 150 participants. The loss of attendance
could be contributed to a few factors, including promotion, other local events on that
day and the challenge of resident engagement this particular neighbourhood has.
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Westminster Pool Opening
The Westminster Neighbourhood Association (WNA), who
operate the Westminster Community Pool, decided to
move the pools opening day a week earlier than usually
as a way to celebrate Neighbour Day. In the past the
pool opened on Father's Day and had free admission with
the donation to the food bank. This year they kept the
free admission with donations of all food going to Target
Hunger campaign, which was taking place the same
day. The event brought in 144.5LBS of food.
The pool was available for open swim from 4
pm to 7 pm. During the event the WNA hosted
a barbeque, music, and a sidewalk chalk
mural. Some of the staff drew a Neighbour
Day mural on the pool deck as a way to
signify the celebration. Later in the afternoon
the Lethbridge Public Library Bookmobile
stopped by for a visit so the neighbours could
access its services.

The attendance was good for a typical opening day, with 87 patrons throughout the
day who had come down to celebrate Neighbor Day at the pool. Most of these
patrons stayed the entire afternoon, enjoying the funs in the sun.

5A Ave North Volunteerism and Block Party (Westminster Neighbourhood)
The Residents of 5A Ave N, decided to give back
to the community as a group. 7 residence from
this street volunteered from 12:00pm – 2:30pm at
the Interfaith Food Bank for the Target Hunger
Campaign, sorting the food donations collected
in the yellow bags. The residents had a great
experience with a strong sense of community
and had already made plans to volunteer again
next year.
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After volunteering, the residents returned back
to their neighbourhood where they played
street hockey while other neighbours sat on the
lawns to observe the game and chat.
Unfortunately, the celebration ended early due
to the rain that started in the late afternoon.
All-in-all, the neighbours of 5A Ave N claim to
have had a great day! The neighbourhood
gave back, and then had a nice afternoon just
spending time together.

Tudor Estates Neighborhood Celebration
The reformed Tudor Estates Neighbourhood
Association has been actively seeking ways to
reengage their neighbourhood and create a
strong sense of community in the place they
live. When they heard of Neighbour Day they
were eager to take part. They had to hold their
event a week earlier, however, because they
were unable to get the space they use for the
day of Neighbour Day.

They had a great turn out for their early
celebration with neighbours turning out to have
fun in the sun, barbeque together and share a
pot luck supper. They had a bouncy castle and
lots of fun and carnival style games ran by
grade 5 volunteers. The Easter bunny had even
made an appearance, as he had gotten
snowed in during the neighbourhoods Easter
event.

The association was very happy with the turn out, of about 90 people, and seeing many
new faces getting involved in the neighbourhood. During the event the association had
started to take memberships, which was well received by the community.
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Copperwood Neighbourhood Garage Sale and Neighbourhood Celebration
The Copperwood is one of Lethbridge’s newest
developments, posing a great opportunity to create a
strong sense of community in that area from the start. This is
something that the developers of this neighbourhood were
hoping to do by hosting annual celebrations in the
summer. The developers, however, were hoping to hand
this task off to the residents of the area, which became a
reality this year.
The newly formed Copperwood Circle Neighbourhood
Association went all out with their Neighbour Day event
and was able to get many people and groups in the
neighbourhood to be a part of it.
They hosted a neighbourhood wide garage
sale with almost 40 households participating,
held a mini street hockey event at the LDS
church, held a barbeque in support of the
Family Ties Association, and provided door
prizes for the event which were donated by
neighbours of Copperwood.
To centralize the
celebration, a
party in the park
was hosted with a bouncy castle, face painting, a fun
photo booth, and many interactive family games, which
where sponsored by Family Centre.
Overall it was reported as a super day. The feedback was
incredible! It was estimated that about 400 people came
to the park event and many, many more to all the garage
sales. The Neighbourhood Association hopes to have
many more fun filled activities such as this event in their
Neighbourhood.
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Hardieville Cul-de-sac Party
Hardieville is one of the oldest neighbourhoods in
Lethbridge, even though it was not always a part
of Lethbridge (within city boundaries), having a
long history. many residents of this
neighbourhood are proud of their area and want
to build a stronger community. A few neighbours
have been making efforts to create this sense of
community, starting with a block party in their
cul-de-sac.

The celebration was held in the middle of the cul-de-sac with a pot luck supper. The
chairs were placed in a circle allowing an opportunity meet each other with
introductions and discuss a neighbourhood association and other projects and
initiatives for the community. After the supper many of the neighbours went to
another’s backyard to sit around a fire and continue the conversation.
There was 20 neighbours who attended the event that ran from 5:30 pm to 10:30 pm.

West Highlands Neighbourhood Garage Sale
West Highlands has been hosting a neighbourhood
garage sale for a few years now, but this year decided to
host it in conjunction with neighbour Day as a way to
emphasize its efforts in connecting neighbours. The
garage sale had almost 50 households participating.
During the day the bookmobile had stopped by for an
hour and 2 ice cream trucks circled the area. Being a
garage sale area that was spread out it is hard to gather
numbers but we were busy right from 8am to 2pm with
almost no lulls in shoppers
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Garry Station Neighbour Connect
Garry Station is a very new development in Lethbridge but have already began to take
steps to create a great sense of community. They are in the process of building a
Neighbourhood Association that will focus efforts on community development in their
area and to start they wanted to do something that reflected the message of
Neighbour Day.
It was a simple but powerful concept. They encouraged their neighbours to spend
much of the day outside in the front of their house and/or walking around th
neighbourhood (beyond their front door), and to engage with others they came
across. They also had people walking around with a wagon giving out cookies,
brownies, freezies and bottles of water. The association had also set up a table, with
treats, in one members driveway to talk about the association and collect membership.
They believe that for such a small development they had a great turn out, with about
55 people - whether it was at the associations table to get treats or they were outside
walking and interacting with other neighbours. They even had 20 households sign up to
be members of the association thus far.
Eton Road Park Clean-Up and Block Party (Varsity Village Neighbourhood)
Eton Road is on the West side of Varsity Village,
which has a park just behind the houses. The
neighbours in this area wanted to take some
time to clean up the park that they use and
then later celebrate by having a potluck.
About 10 people came out to help with the
cleanup and then 30 to the potluck, where
they enjoyed food, dun and family and
friendship. The neighbours reported that they
were happy with the turn out, given that it was
their first time organizing such an event.
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Senator Buchanan Neighbourhood Clean-Up
The Senator Buchan Neighbourhood
Association (SeBuNA) is still relatively
new but has been a very involved in
efforts to build community in their
area. Prior to the announcement of
Neighbour Day being declared for
June 13th they had already made
plans to host their 2nd annual party in
the park, but they still wanted to do
something for their community on that
day. With a clean community being a
priority for this group they organized a
neighbourhood clean-up.
11 adults and 6 youth attended, including SeBuNA members, neighbours, and the15th
Lethbridge Scouts Group (Cub Scouts and Beaver Scouts). 17 big bags of garbage
were collected around the neighbourhood. This project was made possible thanks to
the support of the city’s Pitch In program, providing the bags and bag pick up at the
end of the event.

Fleetwood Neighbourhood BBQ
Some of the neighbours of Fleetwood have
started to talk about organizing a
Neighbourhood Association so that they
can make great efforts to creating a strong
sense of community like their neighbours in
London Road. They are still new and only
started to plan a Neighbour day event
within two weeks of the day, but they were
successful in hosting a fantastic event.
Some of the members connected with the
Urban Grocer to host a neighbourhood
barbeque with live music.
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Flyers were delivered to every home in
Fleetwood to share the event. This effort
paid off with about 115 people attending.
During this event a table was set up to start a
broader discussion about Fleetwood and
having a Neighbourhood association. There
was great interest in this area. Overall it was
a great event, especially given such a short
time in preparation.

Sunridge Neighbourhood Celebration
The sun was certainly shining in Sunridge
on Neighbour day. Along with some many
other neighbourhoods across Lethbridge,
Sunridge understands the importance of
community and wants to establish this to a
greater extend in their area. As their first
action to building this greater sense of
community they hosted a celebration in
their park during Neighbour Day.
The energy was high and many families and individuals
attended to connect and have fun together. The event
included games, a barbeque, face painting and music. One
neighbour had even built a live size Angry Bird game and
some others were drawing chalk murals along the pathways.
The attendance is estimated at around 220 people.
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London Road Neighbourhood Family Fair
The London Road Neighbourhood Association (LRNA) is the longest standing
Neighbourhood Association in Lethbridge, existing for over 40 years. The association’s
main focus, up until recently, has been on the physical infrastructure of the area and
land development. Over the past couple years, however, they have started to also
focus on the social infrastructure of the neighbourhood.
London Road was one of the first neighbourhoods involved with the Beyond Your Front
Door initiative and is home to two BYFD projects – the Kinsmen Open Community
Garden and the first installed Little Lethbridge Library. These projects have been a great
fit in this area as the neighbours are quite engaged and eager to participate in
community life.
The LRNA has been hosting a neighbourhood celebration in the park for the past
couple years. This would be there third year, which they had anticipated to host on
Neighbour Day but had remained on their original set date, only one week following.
They did, however, identify the event as affiliated with Neighbour Day as the two events
purpose was aligned.
The event was held in the open field of Kinsmen Park, locate at the south end of the
neighbourhood. The event was host to bouncy castles, face painting, puppet shows,
exhibits, games, entertainment, a barbeque and free snow cones and lemonade.
There was also a display and demonstration at the Kinsmen open Community garden,
where people gathered to talk and share stories while taking in the garden space and
using the Little Lethbridge Library.
The weather was cooperative and allowed for a day with fun in the sun, along with
good neighbours and a strong sense of community. It was estimated to have around
250 people attend throughout the day.
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Other Community Events
Other than the neighbourhood events, there were other community events that
partnered with Neighbour Day, such as the Target Hunger food drive,

Target Hunger
The local food banks have been running the
Target Hunger campaign for many years now as a
way to build their donations for the year. This year
they wanted to build the campaign as a
community effort and invited the Beyond your
Front Door initiative to join the planning. Target
Hunger happened to be on the same day as
Neighbour Day, so efforts were made to build this
campaign into promotion of Neighbour Day.
Neighbours were encouraged to get involved by encouraging each other to leave
their yellow donation bag outside for collection and/or to volunteer their time to sort
donations at the food banks. Although we don’t know how this message was received
at the broader level, we do know that the Westminster Pool accepted donations for the
campaign as their entrance fee for that day and neighbours on the block of 5A Ave N
volunteered their time to sort.
The Target Hunger campaign and Neighbour Day work well together and efforts will be
made to continue to promote the campaign through the organization of Neighbour
Day.

Launch of the Little Lethbridge Library Project
There has been recent efforts to create more
community spaces in Lethbridge neighbourhoods. These
are spaces that are intended to engage people and
bring them together so that they can connect. One
such project is the Little Lethbridge Library.
The concept of the Little Lethbridge Library is built from
the more commonly known Little Free Library, which is
an international movement. The Little Free Library is a
‘take a book, leave a book’ gathering place where
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neighbours share their favorite literature and stories. In its most basic form, a Little Free
Library is a box full of books where anyone may stop by and pick up a book or two and
bring back another book to share.
These sorts of libraries have existed in Lethbridge for a while now,
but a local collaborative is wanting to bring them out in a bigger
way. This small community collaborative was formed to bring
these libraries to the neighbourhoods of Lethbridge, and had
announced at a media event during Neighbour Day that there
will be up to 25 Little Lethbridge Libraries installed in parks and on
boulevards across Lethbridge by the end of this year.
The event took place at the site of the first installed Little
Lethbridge Library, in the middle of the Kinsmen Open
Community Garden. The garden was a perfect setting, a
community gathering space in its own right, where community is
truly grown.

More Information
To learn more about Neighbour Day:
Visit our webpage lethbridge.ca/NeighbourDay
and
Follow NeighbourDayYQL on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
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