STATION #2
Accessibility + Safety
PRINCIPLES
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Make the Valley Accessible
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Ensure Safety

Accessible pathways and amenities will ensure that park users
with limited mobility can experience all that the river valley has
to offer. River access will be improved and increased to support
a variety of non-motorized water-based activities. Improved
parking options will be developed to allow more direct and
consistent access to park facilities, river access points, and
special events.

The river valley must remain a secure and accessible destination within the City.
In the event of floods or other emergencies, users must feel that public safety is
a priority. Appropriate provisions to enhance safety and emergency access shall
be provided throughout. Visibility and clear pathway access will contribute to an
overall sense of safety. Active stewardship and on-going maintenance will also
communicate that the river valley is held to the same standards of safety as the
rest of the city.

Objectives:

Objectives:

»» Provide accessible facilities and amenities at major and minor nodes to
those who have limited mobility.

»» Ensure reasonable and safe public access into and within the river valley that does not
impact sensitive natural features.

»» Ensure the appropriate parking provisions at park nodes and boat
launches.

»» Ensure adequate emergency access into and across the river valley.
»» Repair and maintain pathways to ensure safety.

»» Use parking management strategies to provide access to special
events (temporary overflow parking, bus shuttle, etc.).

»» Incorporate an established, comprehensive, and systematic environmental crime
reduction method (i.e. CPTED or CPTUD) in river valley park design.

Precedents of improving river safety and accessibility.

Rendering of the Colorado Dam on the Deschutes River | Bend, OR
Source: Bend Parks and Recreation

Conceptual Boat / Canoe Launch Design at
Pavan Park.

Pedestrian access
Drop-off area

Multi-purpose dam, suitable for beginner to advanced paddlers, with a boat launch and pedestrian
crossings.

DRAFT

RIght: Argo Cascades | Ann Arbor, MI
Source: City of Ann Arbor

Left: American River Diversion | Auburn, CA
Source: WHPacific

Dam diversion that enables safe
running of the rapid by canoe and
kayaks, as well as fish passage with a
natural river bottom.

A series of drop pools that address structure deficiences and
improves river recreation opportunities at the same time.
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(W) Lack of enforcement of ATV use in
wilderness areas
(W) Lack of enforcement of dogs in wilderness areas
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(O) More dog bags and garbage
bins needed in off-leash areas

(O) Larger signage for no dog areas is needed
(O) Improve enforcement of off-leash dogs, ATV
use, and trespassing
(C) Number of staff and cost of human resources
required for enforcement
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pathways raises safety concerns
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(C) Construction vehicle access to the river valley is
necessary, but can be damaging

(W) East/West access could be cut-off
due to both bridges being closed
(W) Lack of emergency access in general

Br

idg
eD
r

(O) A third bridge would improve
connectivity as well as reduce
risk associated with cut-off
access
(O) Firesmart program
(O) Boat launch needed for
first responders
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(S) Staff on site make the
river valley feel safer
(S) Staff presence supports ongoing
monitoring and awareness of the natural
functioning of the river valley landscape
(O) Leverage volunteers for some maintenance
activities
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(W) Grass and weeds in picnic areas
(O) Mow grass around picnic areas
(C) Cost of maintaining trails and facilities
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(W) Weir makes kayaking dangerous
(C) Mitigate risks associated with
the weir and river use
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(W) Encampment in the river valley
has been an issue
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(W) Safety at night is an issue (lack of lighting)
(O) Use of CPTED design principles to increase safety
(O) More call boxes throughout the river valley
(W) Slumping of coulees damages paved trails
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(W) Garbage often blows into coulees
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University of
Lethbridge

(C) Ensuring that people stay on designated pathways is
an ongoing enforcement challenge
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(O) More garbage and recycling
bins, especially at the University
Parking lots

(W) Better maintenance of paved pathways
and nature trails needed
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East Slope

(W) Flooding of Oldman River
(O) Flood berm is needed to
protect public and private
assets
(C) Capital cost of flood
berming
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(C) Inconsistent management on
privately owned lands
(W) Dumping of landscape waste
along coulees
(O) Stewardship and education
opportunities to improve collective
maintenance and sustainability of the
river valley
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(W) Trespassing onto
adjacent private lands

(W) Popson Park road needs
upgrades (pavement)
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(O) Fencing during winter months to
prevent dogs from going near the river
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First Nations Reserve
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