STATION #4
Amenities, Facilities + Cultural Heritage
PRINCIPLES
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Improve Valley Amenities
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Honour the Natural and Cultural Heritage

The river valley will be well-equipped to meet the needs of a
diverse population, while upholding the wild character and
integrity of the natural environment. Ongoing maintenance will
ensure continued enjoyment of existing amenities while new
amenities will be added to expand year-round use.

As a landscape rich in both natural and cultural heritage, the river valley
embodies the story and spirit of Southern Alberta. The parks, amenities, and
facilities will honour, respect, and showcase the cultural and historical legacy.

Objectives:

Objectives:

»» Increase opportunities for river-based activities and accommodate a
wider range of vessels (canoe, kayak, paddle board, etc.).

»» Provide additional amenities to support year round use.
»» Ensure equitable access and distribution of amenities in every district.
»» Provide signage and wayfinding to support pathway activities (i.e.
measure distance) and orientation.

»» Diversify amenities to cater to multiple generations and interests.
»» Ensure that structures are built to last.
»» Ensure ongoing maintenance to park amenities and facilities.

DRAFT

»» Protect, preserve, and showcase historical sites and places of heritage value.
»» Increase opportunities to educate residents and visitors about the cultural and historical
legacy (signage and programs).

»» Raise the profile as a cultural and recreational tourism destination.

PARK NODES
A park node is an area where recreation facilities and amenities are clustered. There are two
distinct classifications of park nodes: Major and Minor. Major Nodes occupy large parcels
of land in the river valley within areas that could support higher intensity of recreational
activities, including the development of utility services, and contain existing or potential road
access points. Minor Nodes occupy smaller parcels of land, and are characterized by limited
access and/or environmental constraints to development.

Park Node Precedents
NODE 10. Potential major node with a focus on landscape reclamation - creative landforms to improve gateway and
provide recreational activitites.

Right Botoom: Sledding at Griffith Prairie + Farm | Aurora, NE
Source: Prairie Plains Resource Institute

Reclamation a quarry with a series of pathways
and ponding.

Right Top: Sledding on Prairie Street | Emporia, KS
Source: Emporia Gazette

Reclamation of a former quarry by enabling the
creation of informal pathways and passive use.

Left Top and Bottom: Palmisano Park, Stearns Quarry | Chicago, IL
Source: Site Design Group

Right Top and Bottom: Northumberlandia | Cramlington, UK
Source: Graeme Peacock, Twitter

Left Top and Bottom: Johnson Pit #30 | Kent, WA
Source: 4Culture

Theme: landscape reclamation and water-based activities

Reuse and restoration of a former quarry pit to provide water
interaction and drainage, as well as a series of pathways,
providing for passive and non-passive activities.

NODE 17. Improve park node to include urban
promenade and viewpoint at the High Level Bridge.

NODE 30. Potential major node, with the potential to
maintain agricultural function (urban agriculture).

Theme: cultural / historical resources

Theme: urban agriculture, cultural / historical resources, natural resources,
and water-based activities
An urban based farm company has
started an “urban fringe” farm alongside
a regional bike network and park system
just outside of Seattle.

The use of a platform, low wall, and benches as key elements to define a viewpoint, accompanied with
interpretive signage.

DRAFT

One of many projects completed by the Philly Orchard
Project in Philadelphia parks and neighbourhoods.

RIght: Philly Orchard Project | Philadelphia, PA
Source: phillypermaculture.com

Public Fruit Park in Del Aire Park | Los Angele, CA
Source: David Burns; Matias Viegener; and Austin Young, Eco
Public Art

Old Man River Valley Overlook Concept Sketch | Lethbridge, AB
Source: Google Earth - O2 Planning + Design

Left: Seattle Urban Fringe Farm | Redmond, WA
Source: Seattle Urban Farm Company

Potential to improve viewpoint by developing a viewing platform or paved area with interpretive signage
and, connecting the node to downtown via an urban promenade.

Left + Right: Lake Louise Viewing Platform |
Lake Louise, AB
Source: O2 Planning + Design

Slopes can be easily used all yearround, such as sledding in the winter.

An orchard integrated into a public park in Los Angeles, part of a larger “Fallen Fruit” network throughout
the city, and other cities.
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