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PRESENTATION OUTLINE

ÅWhat is heritage?

ÅProtecting historic places in Lethbridge

ÅWho has a role?

ÅMunicipal Historic Resource designation

ÅOverview of designated resources in Lethbridge



WHAT IS HERITAGE?

Heritage ɀThings 
Valued from the Past

Intangible Heritage ɀ
oral histories, tradition, 

skills

Tangible Heritage ɀ
historic resources

Movable ɀartifacts, 
museums, archives

Immovable ɀhistoric 
places

Historic Places: a structure, building, group of 
buildings, district, landscape, archaeological site 
or other place in Canada that has been formally 
recognized for its heritage value. 



PROTECTING HISTORIC PLACES IN LETHBRIDGE

WHY?

ÅWithout focus on preservation and conservation 
we risk losing the stories of our past 

ÅGeneral perception: new > old, and replace > re-use

ÅPreserving historic resources benefits all facets of 
sustainability

ÅEconomic, social and environmental

ÅBenefits for owners:

ÅStudies suggest values at leastmaintained, may
increase

ÅPrestige, protection for property

ÅAccess to grants



PROTECTING HISTORIC PLACES IN LETHBRIDGE

HOW?

ÅHeritage Management Plan (2007)

ÅIdentifies practical and achievable objectives, actions, 
ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ,ÅÔÈÂÒÉÄÇÅȭÓ 
historic places

ÅHistoric Places Policy (CC33) (last updated 2015)

ÅPolicy of Council to recognize and protect the 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ

ÅIdentifies who has a role in preservation and 
conservation



WHO HAS A ROLE?
ÅCity Council

ÅHistoric Places Advisory Committee (HPAC)

ÅAdministration

ÅProvince of Alberta/Alberta Historic Resources Foundation

ÅProperty owners



CITY COUNCIL
ÅEstablish & maintain HPAC

ÅConsider bylaw recommendations

ÅMaintain Historic Places Policy (CC33)

ÅRole of City Council (Historical Resources Act sections 26, 27, 28)

HISTORIC PLACES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (HPAC)
ÅAdvise Council on potential designations and heritage preservation 

ÅLiaise between council and the community

ÅComprised of 5 members: Lethbridge Historical Society representative; Architect; 
Traditional Indigenous Land Use Expert; Indigenous person; Member-at-large



ADMINISTRATION (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT)
ÅOversee the implementation of the Heritage Management Plan, provide advice to 

HPAC, and liaise between the various participants of the heritage management 
process.

ÅManage heritage policy, regulation, designation process, and intervention (alteration) 
approvals

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA/ALBERTA HISTORICAL 
RESOURCES FOUNDATION (AHRF)

ÅProvide resources that foster a culture of heritage conservation including education, 
technical support, and grant funding. 



PROPERTY OWNERS

Å)ÎÉÔÉÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ Ï×ÎÅÒȭÓ 
consent

ÅMust sign an application form and an agreement waiving compensation

ÅFollowing designation, maintain and preserve the historic resource; apply for an 
Intervention Approval when necessary



HERITAGE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

ÅSurvey and Places of Interest List:

Å0ÒÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÒÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
historic resources. (approx. 4500 sites)

Å2006 and 2016

ÅInventories (I ɀIV)

Å&ÉÌÔÅÒÅÄ ÓÕÂÓÅÔ ÏÆ ÓÉÔÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅȱ ÁÎÄ 
ȰÉÎÔÅÇÒÉÔÙȱ ɉφψ ÓÉÔÅÓɊȢ

Å2007, 2009, 2011, and 2015

ÅRegister of Historic Places

Å26 MHR

Å15 PHR



MUNICIPAL 
DESIGNATION PROCESS

ÅMunicipal Historic Resource Designation

ÅHistorical Resources Act allows 
Municipalities to designate a place as  a 
Municipal Historic Resource by bylaw. 

ÅDesignation prohibits physically 
demolishing, disturbing, altering, 
restoring, and repairing a historic place 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȭÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 
ɉÁÎ Ȭ)ÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ !ÐÐÒÏÖÁÌȭɊȢ

ÅDesignation is registered against the land 
title for the property. 

ÅDesignated sites are eligible to apply for 
funding from Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation (AHRF).



MUNICIPAL 
DESIGNATION PROCESS

Determine if a place is worthy of protection, understand its 
heritage value and write a Statement of Significance (SoS)

Property owner initiates by signing designation application and 
agreement waiving compensation

Council issues property owner with Notice of Intent (NOI) to 
designate the place a Municipal Historic Resource. Achieved 

through a Request for Decision (RFD)

Sixty (60) day waiting period elapses

Council considers bylaw to designate as Municipal Historic 
Resource

Bylaw registered against title of designated property and served 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙȭÓ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÅÄ Ï×ÎÅÒȢ

Site is registered on the Alberta Register of Historic Places

ÅMunicipal Historic Resource Designation

ÅHistorical Resources Act allows 
Municipalities to designate a place as  a 
Municipal Historic Resource by bylaw. 

ÅDesignation prohibits physically 
demolishing, disturbing, altering, 
restoring, and repairing a historic place 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȭÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 
ɉÁÎ Ȭ)ÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ !ÐÐÒÏÖÁÌȭɊȢ

ÅDesignation is registered against the land 
title for the property. 

ÅDesignated sites are eligible to apply for 
funding from Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation (AHRF).



PLAQUES



PROVINCIALLY DESIGNATED SITES

1.Ȱ2ÉÖÅÒÖÉÅ×ȱ #Ȣ !Ȣ Magrath House 

2. Dr. Arthur Haig Residence 

3. W. D. L. Hardie Residence

4. Chinese National League Building 

5. Chinese Free Masons Building 

6. Lethbridge Fire Hall No. 1 

7. Regal Grocery Building 

8. Sir Alexander Galt Museum 

9. Bowman Arts Centre 

10. Lethbridge CPR Station

11. Blackfoot-Cree Indian Battle Site

12. Fort Whoop-Up Archaeological Site

13. Isolation Hospital

14. E.B. Hill Residence

15. Nikka Yuko Centennial Garden

Sir Alexander Galt Museum

E.B. Hill Residence



MUNICIPAL DESIGNATIONS - 2008

ȬSpudnut3ÈÏÐȭȟ 
aka Lethbridge Conservatory of Music

Annandale Residence



MUNICIPAL DESIGNATIONS - 2009

(bottom left) Vendome Hotel

(top left) Acadia Block

(above) D.J. Whitney House

(right) Hick-SehlBuilding



MUNICIPAL DESIGNATIONS - 2011

"ÅÌÌȭÓ Welding



MUNICIPAL DESIGNATIONS - 2012

(left) CroskeryResidence

(below) Red Cross/LDS Church

(right) Berte Grocery



MUNICIPAL DESIGNATIONS - 2013

NourseResidence



MUNICIPAL DESIGNATIONS - 2014

(far left) Bow On Tong

(centre) ManieOpera Society

(below) both, historic



MUNICIPAL DESIGNATIONS - 2015
(left) ShacklefordResidence

(below) Nikka Yuko Centennial 
Garden

(right) Federal Building/Post 
Office/JD Higinbotham Building



MUNICIPAL DESIGNATIONS - 2016
(left) SouthminsterUnited Church

(bottom left) Buchanan Residence

(bottom right) Collier $7500 House


