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NOTICE OF 
A SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT 

APPEAL BOARD HEARING 

DATE:                 Thursday, June 20, 2019 

PLACE:               Council Chambers, 1st Floor 
                                               City Hall - 910 - 4th Avenue South 
 

TIME:                  6:00 p.m. 
 

AGENDA: 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 

2.1 SDAB No. 2019-06 
APPEAL OF DEVELOPMENT PERMIT DEV11073 

 
Appellant:      Edward Grant 
 
Address:  250 McMaster Boulevard West 

 
To establish a childcare minor with 50 children and 9 staff members 

 
Land Use District: R-L, Low Density Residential 
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PERMIT NO.
Land Use Bylaw 5700 DEV11073

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT

District: R-LAddress: 250 MCMASTER BLVD W
7710705;31;15Legal:

(403) 795-1120Phone:Applicant: IRWIN, EVA
2 NORTHLANDER RD W LETHBRIDGE AB  T1J 5G7Address:

Proposed To establish a childcare minor with 50 children and 9 staff members.
Hours of Operation:  Monday - Friday (7 am - 5:30 pm)

Development

R-L LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIALDistrict

Land Use CHILD CARE, MINOR - DISCRETIONARY

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL
1. Maximum number of children: 50. Maximum number of staff: 9
   The applicant must obtain and maintain the relevant provincial license.

2. Off-street Parking: A waiver of 5 off street parking spaces shall be granted, thereby requiring 4 off street parking spaces to
be provided and maintained for this use, 2 of which, must be signed and maintained for loading/unloading spaces.

3. Hours of operation: Monday thru Friday 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Decision Date Development Commencement
May 07, 2019 Provided this decision is not appealed, development shall commence:

Valid Date • on or after the valid date, and 
Jun 03, 2019 • within one year of the valid date.

Development may commence before the valid date only if the applicant has signed the 
"Voluntary Waiver of Claims" and is in receipt of this signed permit.

Development.
MAUREEN GAEHRING, SECRETARY TO MPCAuthority

STATUTORY PLANS
The SSRP and applicable municipal statutory plans were considered in rendering this decision.

APPEALS
The applicant has the right to appeal this decision to the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board.  An appeal shall contain a statement of the
grounds of appeal and shall be delivered either personally or by Registered Mail so as to reach the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board not later than twenty-one (21) days after the decision date indicated on the  Development Permit or 'Development Permit Application 
 - Refused' letter.

FOIP
The personal information provided as part of this permit is collected under the Alberta Municipal Government Act and in accordance with section 
33(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The information is required and will be used for issuing permits, Land Use By-law 
5700 compliance verification and monitoring, and property assessment purposes. The name of the permit holder and the nature of the permit is
available to the public upon request and may be revealed in public appeal processes.
If you have questions about the collection or use of the personal information provided, please contact Information Management at 910 4 Ave S
Lethbridge, AB, T1J 0P6 or phone at (403) 329-7329, or email developmentservices@lethbridge.ca.

Permit No.     DEV11073
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Parcel Locator WebMAP

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp.,
GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL,
Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c)
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
City of Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada

Parcels

May 27, 2019
0 0.025 0.050.0125 mi

0 0.04 0.080.02 km

1:1,128

Copyright 2018, City of Lethbridge
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Subdivision and Development Appeal Board, 

City of Lethbridge, 910 – 4th Ave South, 

Lethbridge, AB 

RE:  Notice to Neighbours – 250 McMaster Blvd W – Establishment of Daycare 

We have lived at 11 Temple Crescent (2 houses down the alley from the proposed facility) for 37 years. 

We specifically chose the location because it was zoned a Low‐Density Residential area.  We based this 

decision on our perceived quality of life living in such a neighbourhood (low traffic, quiet 

neighbourhood, future resale value, and houses occupied by families).  We are strongly opposed to the 

application as we believe that it will have an immediate, negative impact on the neighbourhood! 

Our major concerns are: 

 Noise – With a possibility of 50 young children playing in the backyard, there will be an impact

on the neighbours.  The website of the Wild Things Learning Centre states that they provide

daily opportunities for outdoor play.  We are both retired, as are many of our neighbours, and

spend many hours enjoying the serenity of our backyard space.  The arrival of up to 18 voices

outside playing down the lane will have a definite impact on our enjoyment of our yard and that

of our neighbours.

 Property Value – We chose our location so that we could maintain a stable property value in a

low density, residential area.  We purposefully avoided any area that would have commercial or

medium to high density dwellings.  We have paid our city taxes based on an assessment of our

property that reflects the neighbourhood we live within.  The arrival of a large daycare will

definitely have a negative impact on the value of our home.  It would be difficult to determine

the impact on property value but it would definitely have an impact on the number of

individuals that would consider buying that close to a large daycare.

 Parking / Traffic The city notice states the application would be for a maximum of 50 children

and 9 staff members.   This would require 9 onsite parking spots.  The City has also

recommended that they use two of their parking stalls as a “loading zone”.    They have 4

available parking spots onsite.  If two of those are designated for a loading zone, they really only

have 2 onsite parking stalls.  They were given a waiver for 5 offsite parking stalls but would in

fact require a waiver for 7 offsite spots.    I do not believe they meet the requirements for

required parking if two of their spots are designated as a loading zone.   I do not believe that it is

appropriate to provide a waiver for 7 spots in Low Density Residential areas.

The availability of parking on the east side (park side) of McMaster Blvd. was the rationale for

the approval of the original waiver.  Since it was a “Snow Route” they would need to find

alternate parking at that time.  During the winter, the city plows McMaster Blvd and windrows

the snow along the curb on the east side of the road.  There is no sidewalk along the road at this

point.  Individuals will then have to walk on the traffic side of their vehicle to get to the

pedestrian crosswalk at the corner.  This is not a safe situation when roads are clear and in the

winter with snow covered roads makes it extremely dangerous.
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With this approval, the City has approved, in a Low‐Density Residential Area, up to 100 

customers per day to access the daycare services.  (50 children per day X 2 visits – drop off and 

pick up).  This will have a definite impact on the traffic throughout the neighbouring streets. 

 

 

 Drop Off and Pick Up Zone ‐ Many parents drop off first thing in the morning and pick up after 

work.  Parents need to park their vehicle, get their young child out of a car seat, take them into 

the facility and then return to their vehicles.  When they pick them up, they will have to repeat 

the process, this time allowing for sufficient time for the children to get properly dressed 

(especially in the winter) which will add a great deal of additional time.   It is suggested that they 

use two of the parking spots on their driveway as their loading zone.  Traffic on McMaster Blvd. 

has become extremely busy and will make backing out of the driveway extremely difficult.  With 

only two spots for loading, people will use the residential areas surrounding the daycare to drop 

off their young children.  This will increase the traffic throughout the neighbourhood. That will 

create a parking nightmare in that area.  z 

 

 Traffic / Safety Concerns – With the opening of Metis Trail at the west end of Temple Blvd. and 

the development in the Crossings / Copperwood area of the city, traffic utilizing McMaster Blvd 

and Temple Crescent has greatly increased.  Much of the congestion occurs between 7:00am 

and 9:00am and then again at the end of the day when individuals are returning home from 

school or work at 3:30 to 5:30pm.  Those are the same times that many parents will be arriving 

at the proposed daycare to drop off or pick up children.  This will make traffic extremely 

congested at the corner where the proposed daycare is located, which will have created a 

definite safety concern for children and adults alike.   

 

 Aesthetics of Neighbourhood – We purchased our residence close to Nicholas Sheran Park.  

McMaster Blvd has many homes with landscaped front yards.  A 50 child daycare is definitely 

not in harmony with the across across from the park and in the immediate neighbourhood.   

 

In summary, our concerns are that the proposed development: 

 Is not consistent with the character of the surrounding neighbourhood. 

 Will have an impact on the use, enjoyment, and value on the neighbouring properties 

 Will create an unsafe environment due to the traffic and parking concerns created. 

 

We urge the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board to overturn the decision of the Municipal 

Planning Commission and not allow the development to proceed.   

Annie and John Loree 
11 Temple Crescent, Lethbridge 
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Amie and Morgan Schaufele 
639 10St S Lethbridge AB 
June 10, 2019 

David Sarsfield 
Board Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
City Clerk’s Office 
910‐4th Ave S Lethbridge AB 

Dear Mr. Sarsfield: 

This letter is in support of the proposed west side site of Where the Wild Things Grow Daycare. 
The site addresses a very real need in the city and although the concerns from residents in the 
neighborhood are understandable, the importance of quality daycare in the area is vital to our 
growing city.  

To begin with, I would like to address the concerns about noise and traffic. We live at 639 10 St 
S. Our backyard is kitty‐corner to Caspian Daycare, a daycare of the same size as the proposed
west side daycare. The noise from the daycare does not disturb our enjoyment of our backyard.
It certainly doesn’t violate any criminal code or city bylaw regarding noise violations or mischief
as one of the residents claims.

Caspian Daycare also does not have a driveway or any specific loading zone for parents. 
Because of the new pedestrian lights on 6th avenue, we have to drive down 11th street to get to 
our house. We have never had a problem or been inconvenienced by any parent picking up or 
dropping off their children in the mornings or afternoons even without a driveway or loading 
zone. As far as our own situation goes at the south side location of Where the Wild Things 
Grow, we have two children that we need to load and unload, and it takes us no more than a 
few minutes, even in the winter when they need to be bundled up. Because parents drop off 
and pick up at differing times throughout the mornings and afternoons, we’ve never had to 
park in no‐parking zones or in front of neighboring houses in order to get our children to or 
from the south side location of Where the Wild Things Grow.   

More significantly than the issues outlined above, I want to emphasize the importance of high 
quality, safe, accredited daycares throughout the city. Lethbridge is a rapidly growing city which 
is attractive for young families who appreciate the small city feel with the conveniences of a 
larger city. Unfortunately, quality childcare is extremely hard to secure here. The fact is, the 
majority of families require that parents (whether single or two‐parent families) work to 
provide for their families. Staying at home with children is a luxury that many can no longer 
afford. To disregard the need for quality daycares throughout the city is a privileged position 
that is ignorant to the real needs of families in our city.  
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Furthermore, one of the reasons we chose Where the Wild Things Grow for our children is 
specifically because it’s located in a residential area by Henderson Lake. We didn’t feel 
comfortable having our children in care downtown or in commercial areas of the city. Those 
who chose to move to the Nicholas Sheran area did so because they value the aesthetics of the 
park and safety of the neighborhood and, as one resident states in their letter of appeal, 
“outdoor relaxing time.” My girls will be in daycare for the formative years of their lives – I fail 
to see why they aren’t considered as valuable and as important members of society as the 
retirees who live by the property.  Just because they are children they are no less deserving of 
an enjoyable location in which to spend their days. My children should be afforded the right to 
enjoy the environment provided by the neighborhood rather than having to play next door to 
businesses along heavily trafficked thoroughfares or busy commercial areas.  
 
A resident who is appealing the daycare states that the “community dynamics are not 
conducive for the proposed daycare.” Not only is this statement willfully ignorant of all the 
young families who require quality daycare facilities in easy‐to‐reach areas close to their 
homes, it is also incredibly elitist and exclusionary. Should we not encourage a healthy dynamic 
within our communities?  Daycares and small businesses such as the proposed site contribute 
to rich and inclusive neighborhoods in our city and should be encouraged rather than 
discouraged by a small number of residents who don’t understand that this issue is bigger than 
a few minor perceived inconveniences. I would argue that the community dynamics are, in fact, 
very favourable for the proposed daycare.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to carefully consider my letter and the importance of supporting 
the proposed daycare. By approving the west side location of Where the Wild Things Grow, you 
are approving high quality, safe care for the youngest citizens of our vibrant, growing city.  
 
Please feel free to contact me with any further questions or concerns at 
amie.schaufele@gmail.com 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amie and Morgan Schaufele and our daughters, Sybil and Phoebe 
 
  

58



59



 

 

 

 

May 2, 2019 

To Whom it May Concern, 

Lethbridge Early Years Coalition would like to express our support for the proposed opening of a child care centre on the 

west side of Lethbridge by Where The Wild Things Grow Early Learning Centre Ltd. 

Lethbridge Early Years Coalition (LEYC) is one of 98 Early Childhood Coalition in the province working to build community 

support for the early years of children’s development.  In 2018, LEYC received the most recent Early Development 

Instrument (EDI) data from the Alberta Government.  The Lethbridge EDI data shows that by the age of 6 years old, 

approximately 1 in 4 children in Lethbridge are identified as “at risk” for life-long emotional, physical and interpersonal 

struggles.   Research, such as that from Palix Foundation and Alberta Family Wellness Institute, show that a child’s early 

experiences and environments during their first 5 years have a life long impact on everything from their physical to 

mental health, success in school, success in the work place and in relationships.    

Access to affordable, quality child care is essential for families in Lethbridge. A recent report published by the Canadian 

Centre for Policy showed that Calgary’s 78,385 children who haven’t turned five share the city’s 28,851 licensed child 

care spaces for non-school-aged children. Over half of Calgary’s children live in the postal code with more than three 

children competing for everyone one childcare space. While we don’t have statistical data available for comparisons in 

Lethbridge, it is apparent from discussions with parents and caregivers that there is a need for additional quality child 

care spaces in our city to meet the growing demand. 

Where The Wild Things Grow Early Learning Centre staff actively participate in professional development on topics that 

include the Core Story of Brain Development, Executive Function skills, Outdoor Play and the Importance of 

Unstructured Play.  The Director of Where the Wild Things Grow Early Learning Centre’s philosophy and training equip 

their Centre to provide the quality, supportive environment and positive experiences Lethbridge children require for 

health brain development during their first years of life.   It is centres such as Where The Wild Things Grow, that help our 

children get a strong start in life for successful future outcomes.  This in turn makes a stronger and healthier community.   

Lethbridge Early Years Coalition applauds Where The Wild Things Grow for their work and investment into our City’s 

youngest citizen’s healthy development.    We are confident that additional services offered on the west side of 

Lethbridge would be an asset to the families with young children in our community. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Vicki Hazelwood 
Coordinator, Lethbridge Early Years Coalition 

 

 

www.lethbridgeearlyyears.ca (403)715-4585 lethbridgeearlyyears@gmail.com 
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To	whom	it	may	concern:	
	
RE:	“Where	the	Wild	Things	Grow”	
Child	Care	and	Development	Centre	Program	
	
I	am	retired	and	live	in	the	neighborhood	where	many	immediate	neighbors,	friends	
and	acquaintances	share	my	age	stage	of	over	70	years.		We	have	a	neighborhood	
school,	Agnes	Davidson	Elementary	School,	and	the	new	Boys	and	Girls	Club	in	our	
area.		As	well	there	are	a	few	day	homes	scattered	in	nearby	blocks.			
	
Although,	we	are	not	immediately	in	proximity	and	view	of	the	playgrounds,	we	are	
able	to	hear	the	children	at	play	during	recesses	and	lunch.		This	is	a	delight	to	our	
ears	and	reminds	us	that	we	are	still	part	of	a	community	alive	and	growing	with	
new	faces	and	new	energy.	
	
Some	persons	my	age	have	not	shared	my	love	for	children’s	smiles	and	ideas,	noise	
and	play.		However,	in	the	City	of	Lethbridge	there	are	thriving	communities	created	
for	persons	over	fifty	that	beckon	freedom	from	the	concerns	of	children	and	young	
families.		Certainly,	those	preferring	this	style	of	life	should	be	there.	
	
However,	older	adults	choosing	to	live	in	the	homes	of	our	mixed	family	
neighborhoods	must	be	ready	for	the	variety	of	lifestyles	presented	which	include	
the	playful	sounds,	happy	and	sad,	of	our	youngest	citizens.			Childcare	programs	of	
all	types	are	“schools”	for	young	children.		Schools	best	serve	children	when	they	
keep	children	in	their	own	neighborhoods	or	similar	neighborhoods	in	home‐like	
style	environments.		This	supports	their	understanding	of	our	world	and	the	near	
community.		Any	other	places:	malls,	industrial	areas,	city	businesses	are	less	
natural	and	create	a	more	institutional	setting.		Day	care	centres	in	such	areas	are	
continually	trying	to	create	a	more	“homelike”	environment	because	they	are	forced	
into	a	concrete	and	business	style	setting.	
	
“Where	the	Wild	Things	Grow”	is	an	Early	Childhood	Education	(ECE)	Program	that	
flourishes	in	an	area	of	the	city	where	children	can	feel	“at	home.”		As	an	instructor	
in	the	ECE	Department	of	Lethbridge	College	for	many	years,	I	am	aware	that	the	
owner/operators	of	this	centre	have	the	knowledge	and	experience	to	be	offering	a	
very	high	quality	care	and	learning	program	for	young	children.		This	program	is	an	
asset	and	model	of	ECE	positive	directions	for	children	who	are	our	future.	
	
Sincerely,	
Anita Cooper Ebright 
Anita	Cooper	Ebright	
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Rebecca Riley 
23-5 Acadia Road West 
Lethbridge, AB T1K 4C1 
 
June 17, 2019 
 
Lethbridge City Council 
910 4 Avenue South 
Lethbridge, AB T1J 0P6 
 
Dear Lethbridge City Council, 
 
My name is Rebecca Riley. I am writing today about the new day care facility wanting to open 
on the west side of Lethbridge. I am a mother of an eighteen month old and would like to share 
a bit of my story of finding childcare for my son. 
 
I began looking for child care about a year ago. I was hoping to find a spot for my son on the 
west side of Lethbridge since I never know where or when I will be working during the days. 
Finding a facility that had spots available my child and that accepted subsidy proved to be 
impossible in the end. After months of searching and having my son in a dayhome that was not 
fit for my child, we have him enrolled in a dayhome across the city 
 
I know my story is not unlike many others. Many of my friends have found it difficult to find great 
childcare for their children on the west side. It is my belief that by opening this new daycare that 
a lot of that trouble would be alleviated. This new daycare you would be creating many new 
spots for children who need care on the west side. It is not acceptable for those who prefer to 
stay on the west side to have to have child care across the city, especially when the population 
of the west side makes up for a large proportion of the city. I was trying to find a spot for one 
child, I could only imagine how difficult it would be for families with multiple children. 
 
I have heard concerns of safety in the area and would urge you that you look at this crosswalk 
and make it safer for not only the citizens that currently use the crosswalk, but also the potential 
increased traffic from the dayhome. 
 
It is my hope that you would continue to allow this day care facility to open to help many families 
from the west side. If you would like to speak to me further, please feel free to contact me at 
587-220-4531. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Riley 
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From: Kayla Geraghty [mailto:geraghty.kayla@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 2:45 PM 
To: David Sarsfield <David.Sarsfield@lethbridge.ca> 
Subject: New West side daycare 

 
Good morning David,  
 
I recently read on a local Facebook page about a potential new daycare opening on the West side 
of Lethbridge, across from Nicholas Sheran Park. I unfortunately can't attend the meeting, but 
wanted to send a quick e-mail to show my support. As a parent with 2 children who currently 
resides in Copperwood, I know first hand the need for more centres in the city, especially on the 
West side.  
 
 
From what I read, it seems that most of the opposition for this project is based on parking and 
street congestion. As a former parent at Aslan Daycare (located on the corner of Jerry Potts 
Blvd) I do understand the concern. That said, these are problems that can be managed 
effectively.  
 
I think having more accessible child care centres in Lethbridge is an important initiative and 
hope this project is approved.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
--  

Kayla Geraghty 

C: 306-514-2945 | E: geraghty.kayla@gmail.com 

Lethbridge, Alberta 
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From: Shareen Price [mailto:shareenrg@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 2:23 PM 
To: 120 City Council Mailbox <council@lethbridge.ca>; 110 Mayor Mailbox <mayor@lethbridge.ca> 
Cc: Where The Wild Things Grow Early Learning Centre <wherethewildthingsgrow@hotmail.ca> 
Subject: re: appeal meeting for 250 McMaster Blvd W 

Dear Mayor Spearman and Lethbridge City Councillors,  

I am pleased to write this email in support of Where the Wild Things Grow Early Learning Centre and their bid to 
open a new location at 250 McMaster Blvd West. Unfortunately, I am unable to attend the meeting, but please 
accept this email in place of my personal testimony.  

I am empathetic to the neighborhood concerns. Change is difficult, and humans have a habit of expecting the worst 
at times. My experience living in the neighborhood of Where the Wild Things Grow's current location has not seen 
these concerns borne out, and I hope by explaining my experience, some of their fears will be allayed:  

1. Parking ‐ The current location has 5 off‐street parking spots and is located at a reasonably busy intersection. The
facility has the same number of staff and children projected for the new location, and there are rarely issues with
parking. Staff is diligent to inform parents where they may park if all spaces are full, and staff vehicles have not
proven to be an issue. Due to parents' variations in work schedules, there is rarely congestion for pickup/dropoff.
Because of these staggered pickups and dropoffs, traffic should not be significantly impacted.

2. Safety ‐ I am confident in the ability of Where the Wild Things Grow's staff to keep my child safe. It is a fully
accredited childcare facility, which means they meet accreditation standards of excellence, which are over and above
the provincial licensing regulations and family day home standards. Licensed facilities have standards for staff
education and ratio rules for staff:child (depending on age). Further, these facilities are inspected regularly in order
to maintain accreditation. I have never once doubted their care and concern over giving my son and his peers a safe
and healthy environment in which to thrive.

3. Noise ‐ Yes, children make noise. Some may enjoy the sounds of children playing, and others are entitled to
disagree. Due to ratios and licensing requirements, however, there is never an abundance of children in one yard
area at a time. This counteracts the concern that 50 children playing will cause life in the neighborhood to become
untenable. In addition, the facility only operates during regular business hours and is closed on weekends and
statutory holidays, meaning any increase in noise would be limited to daytime hours and well within the bounds of
municipal noise laws.

4. Property value ‐ When we moved to Lethbridge in 2016, access to an accredited childcare facility was paramount
in our decision of where to buy a home. I researched childcare facilities and we ended up buying a home within
walking distance of Where the Wild Things Grow. It is my belief that this accessibility will be desirable to other young
families, meaning the new facility will be an additional incentive for some buyers, rather than a deterrent. Further,
the property is well maintained and attractive.

5. Value to community ‐ Currently in Alberta, there are licensed childcare spaces for only 15% of children. In addition,
70% of mothers (myself included) work, meaning many children are in unlicensed facilities. The westside currently
has very few licensed childcare facilities, meaning the addition of such a high quality facility would be beneficial to
families and the community of West Lethbridge.

Warm Regards,  

Shareen Price  

3201 6 Avenue South 

Lethbridge, AB 
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May 2, 2019 

 

This letter is to address each of the concerns posed by neighbours surrounding the new location 

of Where the Wild Things Grow Daycare Centre directly across from Nicholas Sheran Park. 

As far as parking, traffic, and business is concerned, I am glad to be witness to the fact that there 

has not been any overwhelming instance during drop off or pick up times. The distances between 

families’ homes, parents’ works, and the daycare centre stagger, as do the drop off and pick up times of 

the children. Some parents need to drop off earlier because they work farther away, and some may 

drop off later because they live farther away. Some parents work 8am‐4pm, and others work 9am‐5pm. 

Thankfully, this neighbourhood is already one designed for families with the elementary school, 

recreation centre, swimming pool, lake, and playgrounds; and when time allows, several parents (myself 

included) walk their children to daycare to promote and encourage a healthy and active lifestyle. 

The business is not like that of a shopping centre; it is closer related to a community centre 

which is designed to support the drop off and pick up times for children and families to get the most out 

of drop‐in and registered programs. The vehicles come and go from the parking lot with the flow of any 

other home in the neighbourhood supported by working adults heading out for the day. 

I am also impressed with the subtlety of the daycare centre because the directors and staff are 

meticulous about storing outdoor toys (when not in use) conveniently in a shed and keeping the 

property well‐manicured that the daycare centre maintains a home‐feel that makes it hardly 

recognizable from the exterior of the house. 

To address the concern of increased noise pollution and decreased peace and quiet, I can 

confirm as a person living near the daycare centre and a parent who walks to pick up my child at 

inconsistent times, that there is not much noise from the relatively small number of the children playing 

outside at a time ‐ closely supervised in safe and cooperative play and individual activity ‐ in the fenced 

yard of the child care centre. There is more likely to be “unneeded noise” from children freely enjoying 

life outdoors at the Gyro Spray‐Ground Spray Park located on the South side of Nicholas Sheran Lake, 

the elementary school conveniently located right beside the Nicholas Sheran City Recreation Centre and 

family‐oriented swimming pool, and the multitude of quality playgrounds at the school, community 

centre, and lake nearby the daycare centre. The peace and quiet is not affected drastically at all by the 

children playing and laughing outside. 
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When put into perspective of what we want the next generation to value, imaginative play, 

appreciation of nature, and enjoyment of fitness should be taught at a young age to sustain early 

childhood development in the age of technology. Outside time is time for fresh air, sunshine, physical 

activity, and to hand down the value of being outdoors to the next generation. The staff at this daycare 

centre are notable for their dedication to keeping peace and quiet in the environment out of 

compassion for the other children, staff, parents, and neighbours. The staff do not allow excessive, 

unruly yelling or screaming. I know because I am witness to the positive, effective, correction even my 

child has been known to need when excited about something. 

The argument of property value decreasing is interestingly inaccurate. As a parent of a preschool aged 

child, I have not always had the fortune of living close to a daycare centre, as I do now. For my 

daughter’s first 4 years of life, I had to go out of our way anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour and a 

half of commuting to drop her off at daycare before going to work and the same in reverse on route 

home. Now to have daycare in walking distance I can schedule longer hours earning income in 

correlation to less hours each weekday spent commuting. The suggestion that the property value in the 

area could be lowered is in direct contrast with the fact that the current economy makes a household 

rely on dual incomes. The property value is more likely to increase based on amenities in accordance to 

the need of both couples and single parents to work full time to comfortably afford living expenses. 

Consider who would be purchasing or renting in the neighbourhood across from an elementary school, 

recreation centre, swimming pool, spray park, lake, and several newer playgrounds – all within walking 

distance. 

 

Thank you for reading and considering this letter of support for Where the Wild Things Grow, 

Coral Wales 

403‐200‐4343 
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May 1, 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Lethbridge City Council, 

 

I  am  writing  this  letter  in  support  of Where  the Wild  Things  Grow  Early  Learning  Centre.  I  strongly 

encourage you to approve their application to open their second location at 250 McMaster Boulevard in 

West Lethbridge. 

 

The need for qualified childcare in the city is high – we found our family on waiting lists and desperate to 

place our child with caregivers who were trustworthy and who had licensed, educated staff.  We were 

extremely lucky to be afforded the opportunity to enrol her with Where the Wild Things Grow ELC, but I 

have heard first‐hand experiences from other families who have needed to bounce from one location to 

another due to poor experiences or who have had to “make due” with under‐qualified caregivers.   

 

My child has been a student at the Where the Wild Things Grow ELC in South Lethbridge for nearly 5 years, 

even  though we  have  always  been  residents  of  the west  side.   We  very  quickly  came  to  respect  the 

dedication and responsibility of each of their staff members, and admire the attention they pay to their 

position in the community.   

 

I  understand  that  some  neighbours  oppose  the  development.   While  their  opinions  are  valid,  in my 

experience, the concerns they have raised are wholly insufficient to deny a daycare centre at this very 

well‐considered  location,  especially  a  centre  with  the  reputation  Where  the  Wild  Things  Grow  ELC 

maintains.  I would like address some of the concerns presented and share my family’s experiences. 

 

1. Parking and traffic – I have dropped off and picked up my child at various times during the day, 

especially now that she attends kindergarten for the morning.  Because each family’s drop‐off and 

pick‐up times vary, the increase in traffic and parking in the area will be very small and likely not 

noticeable.  The proposed location has even more parking than the South Lethbridge location and 

we have never struggled with  finding a spot to park.    I would estimate that 99% of  the traffic 

around the centre’s location is unrelated to the daycare. 

2. Noise  and  ‘peace  and  quiet’  of  the  neighbourhood  –  Do  happy  children  make  noise?    Yes.  

However, the staff at Where the Wild Things Grow do not leave children unattended to run wild 

and scream; they provide supervision while children play with each other and laugh and enjoy 

being children, and they engage them in how to enjoy time outside in the snow and during warm 

weather.  The noise volume during outside play, which is restricted to typical working hours, has 

never bordered on ‘noise pollution’ levels.  Having a family with young children living in the home 

would be comparable.  

3. Property  value and a business  in a  residential  area –  the outside of  the  centre will  largely be 

indistinguishable from any other home in the neighbourhood.  Without knowing that the South 

Lethbridge location is my child’s daycare, I would easily drive passed and fail to notice its purpose 

differed  from a  single‐family home.    There  is no evidence  to  suggest  that property values are 

lowered due to the presence of a daycare or dayhome. 
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Given that my daughter will be attending Grade 1  in  the  fall, we will  soon be  leaving Where the Wild 

Things Grow ELC.  This is the only reason we would consider removing her from the centre where she has 

been loved and cared for during her entire pre‐school life; it will be like moving away from part of our 

family.  I urge you to approve the centre’s application, not just because the owners and staff are wonderful 

people and dedicated childcare professionals, but because they make each child who has the opportunity 

to attend their program thrive and feel safe while they are away from their parents.  A second location to 

offer their services to more families can only be to this community’s advantage. 

 

Sincerely, 

Debra LeBlanc 
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To whom it may concern,  

I am pleased to write this letter in support of the development of this West side location child care 
center. I live near this location and my son currently attends the South side location. I send him there 
specifically because the staffs at this center are well‐educated, conscientious, kind, hard‐working and 
ethical individuals that I trust with my child. At their current location, they take good care of the building 
and the yard (weeding, planting flowers, keeping lawn mowed etc) so it looks nice on both the inside 
and outside. Their outdoor play yards are kept need and tidy with the toys put away and the equipment 
well‐maintained. It could be argued that as a business they will keep their property looking better than 
an average neighbour would because the majority of people will not send their children to (and give 
their money to) a dilapidated, dirty looking building or yard. I send my child to a place that looks clean, 
well‐kept, safe and appealing. Having business owners who care about their property will actually keep 
the property value and curb appeal up and keeps it safe for all clientele and neighbours.  

Currently, when I drop off and pick up there is always a spot in the driveway because drop offs and picks 
ups appear to be quite staggered from what I have seen in my current experience at the existing 
Southside location. Staggered pick up and drop off means there shouldn’t be a large increase in traffic at 
one time or another either. The daycare owners have also already taken into consideration these 
possible issues and concerns by having two RV spots on the property  as well as, they have requested a 5 
stall parking waiver for daycare staff to park across the street (beside the park). There is a pedestrian 
cross walk to walk across the street to the property. This would leave the driveway open for parents to 
park. Since there are no issues with parking or traffic at their current location I anticipate there being no 
problems at the West location either since they take the proper business preparations for this.   
 

  Due to ratios and licensing requirements there will never be an abundance of children outside in one 
yard area at a time so noise should not be a concern. Honestly, living near Nicholas Sheran Park you 
already have main road traffic and hear dogs barking, children playing and adults interacting from the 
park. Having a daycare here won’t be much different than what we already hear in terms of noise. Some 
even say, “A child’s laugh could simply be one of the most beautiful sounds in the world.” I’m not a huge 
fan of dogs, but I’m not allowed to determine who buys the properties around my house based on 
whether or not they have dogs that I don’t want to see or hear bark. I could also argue that motorcycles 
and vehicles that drive the main road near this location are “noise pollution.” As well, in my opinion, if 
you don’t like the sound of children and consider them “noise” then you probably shouldn’t live near a 
public park either.  

Currently in Alberta there are licensed spaces for 15% of children. While 70% of mothers are working 
(including myself), which means a huge number of children are in unlicensed spaces. The west side of 
Lethbridge has very few child care spaces compared to the rest of the city. The daycare and I as both a 
parent and a teacher in Lethbridge believe all children deserve an amazing safe environment. As a 
working parent it would be more convenient for me to have a west side location.  

At the current location it still looks very “home‐like” and not like a business. It really looks like a home 
with a well‐maintained yard and play equipment along with a few extra parking spaces. This appeals to 
the children and parents coming there and means that if you have no need for the daycare you likely 
won’t even notice it’s there.  

Sincerely,  

Jessica Holmes (current client/parent and teacher) 
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June 18, 2019 
 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
City of Lethbridge 
 
Re: Notice to Neighbours - 250 McMaster Blvd. West - Establishment of Day Care 
 
Letter of Support 
 
Where the Wild Things Grow has been in our area for a number of years. We have noted none 
of the problems noted in the previous grievances. There has been no noted problems with traffic 
or noise. The staff have always been professional in dealing with us who have at times had to 
pick up our children from this daycare establishment. Granted we live several blocks away from 
the establishment we have noted no decrease in our property value because it is in our 
residential area. Traffic is also very busy at the intersection of 6th Avenue South and 28th Street 
South. No traffic problems have been noted even during high volume times. 
 
Kind regards, 
Dave and Becky Shirley 
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June 16, 2019 

 

1247 7 Ave S 
Lethbridge AB, T1J 1K6 

 

To The Appeal Committee:  
 

I am writing this to address the concerns of the neighbours opposing the daycare at 250 
McMaster Blvd W. I have a unique perspective about living in an area with a daycare a few doors 
down from me in a residential area.  
 

I live in the London Road area and there are three daycares very close to my home, as well 
as the Kinsmen public park and Fleetwood school. The only thing missing is that I do not live on 
a connector road, which shows I believe that a connector road is not a requirement, but a strong 
suggestion from the City that is not always heeded. 250 McMaster is a collector road, as is 
Temple Blvd. The daycares in my area are also not corner lots, again another suggestion that 
was taken from the City by the proprietors of 250. Where I live the former daycare was 
sandwiched into a small lot with no onsite parking. Parents dropped off their children and 
picked them up in a flash. This was the same for in the winter, despite what people are 
referencing as it taking longer in winter. Maybe this was the case in the past, but new car seats 
require children to NOT wear suits since they are a hindrance to safety. I never had to worry 
about parking in front of my home in the winter when I needed to plug my vehicle in. I would 
also like to mention that is it NOT a requirement of the City to provide a drop off spot for 
parents, the fact that 250 is going to put a drop off on the property is showing a conscious 
effort to negate safety and traffic concerns.  Many families I have met have moved into my area 
because they have young families and the daycare is in walking distance of their homes and 
schools for their older children.  
 

The noise is minimal from the backyard. Sure children cry sometimes, but it’s not the overall 
emotion that you experience. It’s usually a quiet hum of joy that you hear. In the winter the older 
children would shovel up and down the street for their neighbours as well. Ever since they have 
moved out of the neighbourhood the individuals that have moved in are less enjoyable.  They 
have four vehicles so parking in front of my home is a treat. These neighbours also believe in 
summer parties on a Tuesday that go until 2am. I would never consider calling on the daycare 
for mischief, but had considered it several times for the new neighbours. The daycare a few 
doors down was a great, respectful, and welcoming neighbour and a testament to “you truly do 
not know what you got until it’s gone”.  
 

For concerns about traffic, I do not understand how a business that will increase traffic by at 
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most one percent is an issue. McMaster can hold up to 15000 vehicles and it is currently at 9000. 
The issues about safety is one a daycare could address and be used to benefit the 
neighbourhood. Having staff park in the existing spaces along McMaster will slow traffic. 
Complaining that this will cause more of a hazard because people do not use common sense is 
a poor argument. There are poor drivers everywhere, based on this argument we would never 
be allowed to open any facility in which a driver with poor judgment could access. So nothing 
would open. The proposal for 250 is to utilize existing UNUSED parking along McMaster. The 
City traffic department suggested this as a way to slow traffic. I think it shows a complete lack of 
respect for the education and knowledge of Lethbridge traffic officials to suggest that a cursory 
google search by an individual will trump their decision and recommendation.   
 

Complaints about this being a snow plow route are also absurd. If someone parks on the route, 
they get towed. If someone happens to park in front of a neighbour’s house on a snow route 
day it’s not an issue. Its one day. I have had neighbours’ relatives park in front of my house for 
weeks while visiting. One day is not the end of the world. Living in a community means having 
to deal with inconveniences, and this is a minor one at best.  And a bonus is that childcare 
centres are usually closed around the holidays, so more parking for your relatives, and if you’re 
nice daycares sometimes let neighbours use their driveways when closed.  
 

For concerns about children’s safety on the sidewalk, daycare aged children are some of the 
most supervised children by staff and parents. The problems that exist will not be increased by a 
daycare, they already exist; a daycare sometimes offers solutions to these problems by just 
existing. By making this a business will cause people to take notice and the good drivers will 
take heed, poor drivers do not care regardless of what they are driving around and daycare will 
not cause them to cluster like moths to a flame.  

I would also like to address that my house property values have steadily increased regardless of 
the daycare’s presence or lack of it. The properties around it have also sold, perhaps to different 
prospective buyers, but they still have sold.  
 

Children under the age of five are so often treated like pariah in the community, and it’s sadder 
when you realize the first five years are the most crucial for development. We should want as a 
community to have children grow up in paradise and residential areas where they belong. Not in 
paved parking lots. I would like the committee to imagine their fondest childhood memories. I 
am guessing that they happened outside, in the grass and trees. Nicholas Sheran Park is one of 
the best parks in the City and not allowing children to access it with ease would be a great 
disservice to them.  
 

Let’s call a spade a spade, the issue comes down to is a NIMBY reaction to anything new. The 
same issues pop up no matter where you want to put a daycare. The complaints come piling in 
no matter how reasonable, but in a few months they die out. It’s the case with every daycare, 
anywhere. If there was a true concern about safety and if the neighbours in this area put a 
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fraction of the energy into it, this corner would already be a leading issue in the City. But this is 
not the case, this corner is not notorious like some intersections such as the Nobleford 
Roundabout or the Jail Road corner. This corner has not been in the headlines as a very 
dangerous place and I do not recall very many major accidents happening at the corner with the 
increase in traffic. This tells me that this is not so treacherous as it is being painted to be, and I 
would think not since there are several schools around the intersection and a public park with a 
giant jungle gym for children.  

There is precedents in The City for residential childcare. It is the most recommended by Early 
Childhood Educators and leading research universities as well. This side of the City is growing 
with young families, it is a commodity that is needed, especially with millennials now out 
numbering baby boomers. Baby boomers do not want this change because it does not benefit 
them in most cases, millennials need these changes because they are facing a work climate in 
which both parents need to work to support their families.  Qualified, licensed, and accredited 
childcare is needed on the westside of the City where we are seeing the majority of growth. 
 

Thank you for your time.  

 

Sierra Frances 
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To the City of Lethbridge Subdivision and Development Appeal Board, 

Please accept this submission in support of the MPC-approved application for a 50-child daycare at 
250 McMaster Boulevard.  

I believe the contents of the letter I submitted to the City’s Municipal Planning Commission remains 
relevant and I respectfully request that it is considered in full by the SDAB.  

In addition to my original submission to the MPC (for the application that was approved) I offer the 
following supplementary comments:  

• While there may be some validity to the concerns and perceived negative impacts of the 
daycare that was approved and subsequently appealed, there is an equal or greater likelihood 
that the majority of the concerns/perceived impacts are simply attempts to have the original 
decision overturned out of the fear of change, and the phenomenon generally known as NIMBY 
(Not In My Back Yard), as the members of the Board are very likely aware. 
 

• The suitability of the land use that is in question (that being a daycare) is worth clarifying, as it 
has been mischaracterized as a use that simply does not fit within the specific context of the 
neighbourhood in which it has been applied. Reference has been made to the long tenure of 
many nearby residents and the expectation that the neighbourhood just wouldn’t have the 
voices, laughter (and yes, sometimes yelling, screaming and crying) of children permeating 
through the peace and quiet of the weekdays. As far as I understand, one of the most relevant 
considerations when weighing whether a discretionary use is suitable, is whether the real and 
perceived impacts of a proposed use can be reasonably managed by placing certain controls on 
a potential approval. By virtue of the fact that daycares can only have a maximum number of 
children based on available space per child, and each child can only be at a daycare for a specific 
maximum number of hours per day, and it is extremely uncommon to have a daycare open on a 
weekend, it would seem reasonable to assume that the potential impacts of a daycare are 
already managed to a fair extent due to the provincially mandated rules that are entirely 
focused on the wellbeing of the children who attend them. The additional rules the City has put 
in place for daycares that wish to operate in primarily residential neighbourhoods have surely 
been thought-through and are complementary to the provincial rules and regulations, and are 
no doubt sensitive to the fact that daycares are, by being listed as a discretionary but 
permissible use in residential areas, unlikely to be utterly and completely out of character with a 
residential area.  
 
To avoid belabouring the point any further, I would urge the Board to respectfully disregard the 
assertion that the use itself is out of character with a residential neighbourhood, especially if a 
part of the argument is based on the tenure or average age of residents in the area. While it is 
unfortunate that the families who are most likely to make use of the daycare, that being families 
that live on the west side of Lethbridge, have not had the opportunity to age-in-place over many 
years, this cannot mean that their needs are less valid than those of longer-standing residents.  
The 2018 City Census shows that there are more than double the children between the ages of 1 
and 5 that live within the immediate area than could fit within the 50 child maximum the 
daycare is able to accommodate (I would define close by as within a 5 minute drive, and for the 

82



blocks immediately surrounding the proposed site, a 5 minute walk). Surely the fact that over 
100 children of “daycare” age live within close proximity to the approved site should be a part of 
the discussion as much or more than any other demographic element. This is not accounting for 
the several hundred additional children that would be found just outside of the “close by” area.  
 

• It has been made clear that there is some disagreement regarding the suitability of the site. It 
may be a fair question to ask of the appellants where, specifically, they believe is a suitable 
location for a daycare, if not this location (across from a very large park, at the corner of two 
collector roads that will easily manage the marginal increase in traffic flows during drop-off and 
pick-up times, with access to off and yes, on-street parking when necessary, like many, many 
other uses rely on regularly).  
 

• It is worth highlighting that the daycare operators have had a successful and very well used and 
sought-after daycare operating in south Lethbridge for half a decade. Nothing speaks like 
experience and unfortunately the south location underwent the same level of scrutiny and 
distrust from neighbouring residents. Thankfully it has been incredibly successful despite the 
trials of the land use approvals process. I can only hope the same story awaits the west location. 
 

Original letter submitted to the MPC in support of the application that was approved: 

As a parent who is a proud and happy client of South Lethbridge Where the Wild Things Grow Early 
Learning Centre, I am writing to provide my support for the Centre’s application to open a westside 
location at 250 McMaster Boulevard.  

In my time as a client of the Centre, I have witnessed a group of owners who care deeply about children, 
and are passionate and committed to providing high quality childcare for working parents. I understand 
there is an ongoing shortage of quality licensed childcare facilities not only in Lethbridge, but across the 
province. I also understand that West Lethbridge is now home to approximately half of the City’s 
residents, and it is forecasted that the balance of residents will tip towards West Lethbridge in the near 
future, and will continue to trend that way over the long term.  

Having another safe, high quality childcare option for parents to take their children to in West 
Lethbridge is a win for the parents in need of such spaces, and a win for a city that is experiencing a shift 
in where the majority of growth and population is situated.  

There is no denying that a daycare (like other permitted and discretionary uses) can have a variety of 
impacts on a neighbourhood. Some of these impacts may be in the form of increased traffic and a 
resultant need for parking. There may be the sounds of children playing and learning outside from time 
to time, and there might also be increased pedestrian traffic given that one of the City’s most well-
established and well-used parks is directly across the street, in the case of this particular application.  

However, I would offer that these impacts should be considered in context. Regarding traffic impacts, 
the location couldn’t be more ideal as it is situated on the corner of two collector roadways. This is 
helpful for two reasons. First, we know by virtue of the classification of the roadways that the increase 
in traffic will be at most, negligible, especially as compared to overall traffic flows on these roads. 
Second, being on a corner lot, the home at 250 McMaster Boulevard has approximately double the 
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adjacent on-street parking that a typical mid-block lot would. I would also point out that the increase in 
traffic will, if it is anything like the location on the South Side, be dispersed across an hour or more in the 
mornings (not all parents arrive at the same time) and in the afternoons (again, not all parents arrive at 
the same time). As a last bit of good news regarding this particular property, the driveway is quite large, 
and will likely accommodate the majority of the drop-off/pick-up traffic generated by the daycare. 

There will also be staff that need to park during the day. This could at first seem problematic as on-
street parking is generally to be reserved as community good, and not dedicated to one particular 
property. However, daycares are again ideal from that perspective as the times when the on-street 
parking will be least used, is during the day. Again, I would point to the south campus as an example of 
how this has not been an issue for the neighbourhood. Respectfully, given the operating hours of a 
daycare, in the unlikely event that an adjacent or area resident is unable to park on-street, directly in 
front of their own home, this does not constitute a parking issue, it constitutes a minor inconvenience at 
the most. 

I have not read the submissions against the proposed daycare but I would guess that some of the other 
concerns/complaints are focused on matters such as property values and noise issues. Regarding 
property values, I would suggest that is incumbent on a complainant concerned about property values 
to provide evidence that a daycare has a measurable and defensibly causal negative impact on 
surrounding property values. I for one would be extremely surprised if there were any measurable 
negative impact on property values.  

Regarding noise concerns, I would suggest that if the sounds of children playing, laughing, crying, and 
even possibly yelling from time to time, is a significant concern for somebody, then surely Nicholas 
Sheran park itself should be closed immediately. I state this in jest of course, however I do question the 
validity of a noise-based concern, especially due to the property’s proximity to a very well-used park, 
and the more fundamental matter of residential neighbourhoods being full of children of all ages. 

I do not mean to be insensitive to the concerns of those who have taken the time to provide 
submissions of complaint/objection against the daycare. Change is uncomfortable at the best of times 
and the development processes we are beholden to as per the MGA puts municipalities in a situation 
where it is sometimes difficult to allow a proposed discretionary use to prove that it can fit, and 
conversely it is very easy to raise red flags about all of the possible, potential, perceived negatives of a 
proposal. My hope is that while there may be some resistance to the daycare at this point, that it is 
given the opportunity to prove itself as a suitable and beneficial addition to the neighbourhood in which 
it is being proposed.  

From a broader perspective, I believe Where the Wild Things Grow has already proven they are a 
responsible, successful and desirable part of the Lethbridge community, and I urge the Commission to 
approve the proposal for a west campus, a campus that would fill a well-documented need that will give 
parents peace of mind, and children a safe and happy place to be during the workday.  

Thank you for your consideration of my submission. 

Sincerely, 

Spencer Croil  
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Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
City of Lethbridge910-4 AVE South 
Lethbridge,AB 

 

We writing this letter in support of “Where the Wild Things Grow” 
West Side (250 McMaster Blvd W).  The West side community 
continues to grow and that growth dictates the need for accredited 
Day Care Facilities.  Parents living in this area of the city need to have 
options for safe responsible care of their children. 

We currently have a child at the south side location “Where the Wild 
Things Grow”. We make the drive daily from the west side. We 
would like to share our experiences of the facility over the last 4 
years. 

 Aesthetics of the Neighbourhood- The south side site has always 
maintained the property and landscaping congruent with the 
surrounding neighbourhood. 
 

 Drop off and Pickup Zone- In our experience the dropping off and 
the picking up of children does not happen in mass. Parents have 
very different work schedules and times of drop off and pickup 
are staggered. We have observed that parents respect the rules 
set out by the city regarding parking and pickup. 
 

 Traffic/Safety-   Traffic and safety are always a concern for 
parents. In our opinion, parents dropping off and picking up 
children would exercise whatever caution is necessary to ensure 
the safety of their children and themselves. 
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 Noise- There will be the noise of children playing. It is unlikely you 

will have 50 children making noise all day long. This daycare takes 
children, infant to 6 years, the younger children nap and in the 
summer they schedule regular buggy rides and excursion to the 
park near their current location. With the proposed sight at 
McMaster Blvd W the Daycare would be able access the children’s 
playground at Nicholas Sheran Lake. Also of note- there will be no 
noise after 5:00 pm or on weekends or holidays. 
 

 Property Value- We have no expertise in this area. Our only 
question would be, “are all the properties in this area kept at such 
standard that property value is not affected?” Perhaps someone 
wanting to locate to this area would do so because of access to 
daycare. 
 

 It is our hope that the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
uphold the decision of the Municipal Planning Commission and 
allow the development to proceed. 

 

 Larry and Barbara Marasco 
 6 Stoney Crescent West, Lethbridge 
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Lethbridge	June	18,	2019	
	
	
To:	David	Sarsfield	
Board	Secretary,	Subdivision	and	Development	Appeal	Board	(City	of	
Lethbridge)	
	
Re:	
Development	of	a	daycare	for	a	maximum	of	50	children	and	9	staff	members	
at	a	private	home	at	250	McMaster	Blvd	W	Lethbridge.		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
			
We	recognize	the	fact	that	there	may	be	a	need	for	daycare	in	the	city	and	that	there	
are	people	ready	to	meet	the	needs	of	parents.	There	are	two	things	we	would	like	
to	bring	to	the	attention	of	the	Board.	
	
The	day	care	in	question	is	not	a	home	based	day	care	in	an	owner	occupied	home.	
The	proposed	day	care	is	a	business	where	up	to	50	kids	and	9	staff	members	will	
occupy	a	former	private	residence.	By	allowing	such	a	business	to	take	place	in	a	low	
level	residential	area,	you	are	in	effect	changing	the	zoning	of	the	area	and	opening	
the	door	to	other	ventures.			
	
This	will	affect	more	that	a	handful	of	residents	immediately	around	the	daycare.	
These	people	were	not	consulted	or	even	notified.	Residents	feel	that	their	quality	of	
life	is	being	eroded	and	the	value	of	their	property	will	decrease.	To	say	otherwise	is	
purely	an	opinion	and	not	based	on	facts.					
	
The	two	locations	referred	to	by	Ms.	Olsen	as	being	similar	are	in	no	way	
comparable	to	the	one	on	McMaster	Boulevard	West,	not	in	traffic	and	certainly	not	
in	parking.	We	cannot	comprehend	why	the	City	even	considered	this	intersection	
as	suitable.		When	we	look	at	the	2017	traffic	survey	we	find	that	McMaster	
Boulevard	is	the	busiest	2	opposing	lanes	road	in	Lethbridge	at	an	average	of	9000	
cars	per	day.	Anybody	saying	that	traffic	is	not	a	problem,	because	McMaster	can	
handle	twice	as	much,	has	not	been	in	the	area	for	a	while.	Going	from	9000	to	
18000	cars	is	no	big	deal?		I	bet	if	you	fit	cars	bumper	to	bumper	you	can	have	even	
more.					
	
Anyone	living	on	McMaster	will	attest	to	the	difficulty	and	risk	of	backing	out	onto	
the	boulevard.	Many	have	tried	backing	into	their	driveway	so	they	can	drive	out	but	
even	that	is	a	problem	for	many.	As	a	matter	of	fact	many	have	been	“fingered”,	
honked	at,	just	for	slowing	down	to	enter	their	driveway.		We	live	on	a	corner	and	
have	a	circular	driveway	but	it	does	not	matter	if	we	enter	one	way	or	the	other,	we	
still	get	the	same	problems.					
	
We	have	difficulty	imagining	parents	coming	from	the	north	of	the	daycare	turning	
into	the	drop	off	area	and	then	backing	across	the	sidewalk	(which	is	used	by	kids	
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walking	to	St	Martha	School)	into	traffic	at	the	end	of	the	school	zone	where	drivers	
are	known	to	accelerate.		As	for	the	parents	coming	from	the	south,	we	cannot	
imagine	them	parking	on	the	boulevard	unloading	the	kids	on	the	park	side,	and	
walking	back	to	the	crosswalk.	For	one	thing	there	is	no	sidewalk	and	in	winter	that	
location	is	a	snow	route.		If	you	can	park,	getting	the	kids	out	and	walking	back	to	
the	crosswalk	would	be	difficult	due	to	snow	accumulation	on	the	side	of	the	road	
and	on	the	park	itself.	Some	may	choose	to	make	an	illegal	left	turn	into	the	drop	
zone	or	just	jay	walk	across	the	boulevard.		For	anyone	living	in	the	area	having	a	
day	care	at	that	location	is	inappropriate	and	very	dangerous.	
	
The	impact	of	the	daycare	at	that	particular	location	and	the	driveway	drop	off	and	
loading	zone	is	being	assumed	away.		You	will	be	putting	at	risk	the	security	of	both	
parents	and	children.			
	
		We	wonder	if	the	city	is	being	proactive	in	new	residential	areas	in	the	city	when	it	
comes	to	setting	aside	locations	where	this	kind	of	daycare	facility	could	take	place.		
This	would	make	things	much	simpler	for	the	people	willing	to	offer	their	service	
and	eliminate	the	need	to	rezone	designated	residential	areas.	It	would	also	avoid	
confrontation	between	decent,	and	well‐meaning	people	on	both	sides.		
	
Allowing	such	a	day	care	at	that	location	is	a	very	bad	idea.	The	application	should	
be	withdrawn.	Help	the	proponents	find	a	more	suitable	location.		
	
Respectfully	submitted	
	
	
		Laurent	Conard		___________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	
		Helene	Sauriol		____________________________________________________	
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June 19, 2019 
 
City of Lethbridge  
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
 
Letter of Appeal 
 
We would like it to be known that we wish to appeal your decision on letting a 50 space daycare 
open on the corner of McMaster and Temple Blvd. 
The corner of McMaster and Temple Blvd over the years since the Chinook and Catholic High 
Schools opened has become increasingly busy with school buses, students in their own cars and 
parents driving the students to school. Anyone that is trying to make a left hand turn off Temple 
Blvd have to sit waiting patiently for ten minutes or more to be able to make a safe turn. Not 
everyone has all those extra minutes trying to get to work. Yes I know I could leave earlier BUT 
the corner is not safe, there is to much traffic along with pedestrian traffic. It is very frustrating at 
peak times 7:15 am to 9:00 am then again from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm. 
What really concerns me is when parents will be dropping or picking up their children parked 
along the street heading south and then around the the corner on Temple Blvd. All the extra 
vehicles there will make it more hazardous for us turning and it will be congested. This is one 
very busy THREE WAY CORNER with vehicle traffic but pedestrian traffic. We are in an area 
where we have a lot of university students living this is their main path to cross on the pedestrian 
walk to go through Nicholas Sheridan park to attend university. Plus we have two elementary 
schools within the block.  From September to June this corner is busy with good conditions, but 
when winter comes it’s a GONG SHOW, the corner is always ICY. Now not only do we have to 
contend with the traffic we have garbage and recyclables containers parked in front on the Blvd 
with the truck picking up at peak hours on Thursdays. 
As a concern home owner at 117 Eton Road we feel this a wrong spot for a 50 space daycare 
unit. There are to many lives that are going to be put at risk on this corner. My husband and l 
both say “ NO”. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ralph and Elizabeth Bohnert 
117 Eton Road 
Lethbridge, AB. 
T1K 4T9 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Re: DAYCARE APPLICATION FOR 250 MCMASTER BOULEVARD WEST 

We applaud the entrepreneurial spirit of the applicants and it appears that their business model is a 

good one; it’s just the wrong location. 

The corner of McMaster and Temple Boulevard has always been far busier than the other intersections 

along McMaster and has now become one of the busiest intersections on the Westside with the opening 

of Metis Trail.  

The City’s preference for intersections on connector roads for these types of businesses must be 

overridden by the reality of traffic volumes at this particular intersection.  The similar locations referred 

to by Ms Olsen on the corner of Jerry Potts and Redcrow, which already has traffic lights, and the one in 

Mountain Heights, are not comparable at all with regard to either traffic or parking and should not be 

persuasive.  

We question the reliability and applicability of the Traffic Departments statistics related to the traffic 

volumes in this area which we understand date back to 2016.  They do not take into consideration the 

specific circumstances at this intersection, given the “no parking” area in front of the Daycare, the 

proximity of the driveway/loading zone to the intersection, and the lack of a crosswalk on the north side 

of the intersection.  

The requested 5 car parking waiver is problematic and apparently unprecedented.  If these spots are 

taken up by the staff, the double driveway designated for loading will be inadequate and force parents 

to unload farther away. Although the reduced visibility resulting from cars parked on the east side of the 

street will be an issue, the main risk will be with loading and unloading children and moving them across 

the street.  We submit that without a side walk on the park side of the street, it is fantasy to assume that 

busy parents will walk their children along the park to reach the controlled cross walk on McMaster, and 

then cross Temple Boulevard, especially in winter.  As this is a snow route, the issue will be exacerbated 

when these parking spots are unavailable during plowing bans and once the snow has been piled along 

the roadway. These are some of the reasons why very few cars park on the park side of the street 

presently.  

The impact of the driveway loading zone is being assumed away.  Anyone living in that vicinity will attest 

to the difficulty of backing out onto McMaster.  Although there is a solid line on McMaster, it is easy to 

foresee parents heading north and delaying traffic as they attempt to make an illegal left hand turn into 

the driveway/loading zone. In addition, it will be chaotic if parents attempt to back out and head north 

following a drop off or pickup.  There simply is not sufficient parking in front of the location to deal with 

the staff parking and the loading/unloading process.   

When these issues become a reality, there may be ways to resolve them by throwing cash at it, such as 

with increased traffic controls, but these costs are not necessary at this time and should not be 

precipitated by this approval.  

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Robert MacPhail 
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June 19, 2019 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This letter is in regards to my support of Where the Wild Things Grow Early Learning Centre Ltd., and 
their endeavours to create a new Daycare Centre on the Westside of Lethbridge. I have come to 
understand that the very idea of this new centre has some community members concerned, 
particularly in areas of increased traffic to the neighborhood, parking, and general safety. While I 
cannot speak personally about the westside neighborhood, I hope you will consider my personal 
experience with their southside location during your deliberations. 
 
Full disclosure – I have taken my children to Where the Wild Things Grow southside centre for many 
years. My children love the staff dearly, and always come home with art, stories, and a happy heart. 
My oldest daughter, who is 4, tells me that her teachers (ex. Alicia and Patricia) are some of her best 
friends “at school”. My younger son, who is 17 months old, has only known this place outside of our 
home, and it is his home away from home. He is absolutely thriving and achieving all of his 
developmental milestones. He too is a happy child at the end of the day. This speaks volumes to me 
in terms of the quality of care and education they are both receiving. 
 
Please consider my following observations and opinions. 
 

1) Parking – I am similar to most people who use the southside facility in that I don’t have a 
specific time I drop off my children. My children usually get to the Centre between 7:50AM 
and 8:45AM, depending on the day. There is no “classes starts at 8:30 sharp” type of rush, like 
in a typical grade school. This is similar to pick up times at the end of the day. There is no 
specific deadline for when a child must be dropped off or picked up. I feel that because of this, 
I rarely run into issues finding a parking spot in their limited parking spaces. Hence, I don’t feel 
that there is any increased burden on the neighborhood in regards to parking concerns.  

2) Street safety – the staff at the Where the Wild Things Grow southside facility have made it 
very clear that safety in the parking area is of utmost importance. All their play areas are 
fenced in. Whenever children are outside of these designated areas, they are holding hands 
forming a human chain, or being held directly by a staff member, or under the direct care of 
their parent. There are regular notices provided to parents about safety expectations for 
when we drive in and out of their facility. I don’t expect this emphasis on parking lot safety to 
differ on any level at their new location. I feel the concerns the public have regarding children 
safety at the new location should be assuaged given this precedent.  

3) I would like to make mention about the character of Where the Wild Things Grow staff. They 
have consistently demonstrated to me a high level of care for the well-being of a child both 
emotionally, educationally and physically, that is a sincere pleasure to see. Their 
professionalism in early childhood education raises the bar to a whole new level. On their 
website it states the Centre believes that strong bonds between the educator and the child 
are important. And I see those strong bonds clearly between them and my children, and with 
the other children. This high level of regard for children, both printed in their mandate and 
demonstrated daily, reflects how seriously they take children safety. Safety is top priority. 
Please let me be a character reference to this – based on what I have seen every time we go 
to the Where the Wild Things Grow, the public should not be concerned about the children’s 
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safety. If the staff says the new centre will be safe, then it will be. Because the staff absolutely 
cares for their children. 

4) Finally, I’d like to add my voice to the choir of the need for quality early childhood learning 
centres, or “daycares”, such as Where the While Things Grow Ltd. Not just as a working 
mother, but as a practicing Family Physician who understands its impact on the overall growth 
and development of a child. I feel this Centre is among the leaders in what is becoming the 
standard for early learning. The Centre has regular learning goals that are 100% child directed. 
The Centre embraces the use of modern technology via the “Tadpoles” system as a way to 
easily communicate with parents about the specifics of what their child is learning with 
photos of them throughout the day. Lethbridge will be a better place for having another 
Where the Wild Things Daycare Early Learning Centre available for its children, who both need 
and deserve it. 

 
Thank you kindly for considering my letter.  
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

JoAnna Fay 
MD CCFP BScN BSc 
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SUNDAY  16 June 2019

Risk of Accident while Backing is: 1 / 15,000

1 Accident every 30 Weeks or 8 Months

By the numbers:
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APPLICATION NO LAND USE DISTRICT LOCATION  
DEV11073 R-L Low Density 

Residential District 
250 McMaster Boulevard W 

    
APPELLANTS  LANDOWNER/APPLICANTS  
Edward Grant Eva Irwin 

  
 
 
 
CONTEXT MAP 
 

   

 
 

 
LAND USE BYLAW SUMMARY 
  
Use: Child Care, Minor 
 

Discretionary 

    
 Standard Proposed Waiver 
Parking 1/employee 4 5 
  

121



EVALUATION   
    
Background On February 15, 2019 an application was received to establish a daycare for 

50 children with 9 staff members.  
 
Letters were sent to neighbouring property owners within a 60m radius of 
the proposal. Because of the neighourhood response the application was 
brought before the Municipal Planning Commission on May 7, 2019. The 
Municipal Planning Commission approved the daycare for a maximum of 50 
children, 9 staff members and a 5 space parking waiver.  
 
Daycares have been an allowable land use in the R-L district since at least 
1968. 
 
Child Care, Minor means: development providing provincially-approved 
care or education, without overnight accommodation, for more than 10 and 
no more than 50 children at one time. This term refers to uses such as day 
care centres, nursery schools, kindergartens and play schools. 
 

Considerations  Societal changes – both parents need to work and child care help 
from family is not as common as it once was. 
 

 Child Care, Minor is a discretionary use in areas zoned R-L Low 
Density Residential. 
 

 When considering a discretionary use the development authority 
must evaluate the potential land use impacts of the use in the 
context of the neighbourhood for which it is proposed. The authority 
must decide whether any impacts would unduly interfere with 
amenities of the neighourhood, or would materially interfere with or 
affect the use, enjoyment or value of neighbouring properties. 
 

 Potential land use impacts of the proposal are: 
 Increased traffic volume 
 Parking demands – from both staff and clientele 
 Decreased property values 
 Increased noise from children playing outdoors 

 
 With respect to the first three potential land use impacts this 

proposal does not present any undue interference with the 
neighbouhood amenity and would not materially interfere with or 
affect the use, enjoyment or value of neighbouring properties: 
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 Road Network and Traffic 
o McMaster Boulevard is readily accessible from Whoop Up 

Drive, Columbia Boulevard, Metis Trail, Temple Boulevard 
and McGill Boulevard and the road network can handle the 
additional vehicle movements per day that the daycare will 
require. McMaster Blvd and Temple Blvd are both collector 
roadways. 

o Vehicles will not arrive all at once. Arrival times will likely be 
staggered in the mornings for drop offs and in the afternoons 
for pick up.  

o The 2017 traffic flow map shows 9000 vehicle movements 
per day and the road capacity is 15,000 vehicles per day on 
McMaster Blvd W. Temple has 3600 vehicle movements per 
day and the capacity on that is 8000 vehicle movements per 
day. Both roads are currently underutilized.  

o In my opinion this increase in traffic volume does not present 
an appreciable increase in traffic noise level or an 
appreciable increased risk of vehicle or pedestrian accidents.  

 
 Parking demands – from both staff and clientele 

o Need – Land Use Bylaw states that the off-street parking 
requirement is one space per employee. They are providing 
four off street parking spaces, however there are nine 
employees therefore the parking waiver was granted for five 
spaces.  

o While the Land Use Bylaw directs a development to have a 
required number of off-street parking spaces, it doesn’t 
preclude the ability for off street spaces to be used for parent 
drop off and pick up if employees can be accommodated 
elsewhere or if employees don’t require a parking stall. 

o It was recommended by the Transportation Department that 
two of the off-street parking stalls be signed for parent drop 
off and pick up. This is not a requirement of the Land Use 
Bylaw that would trigger a further waiver to be granted by the 
Development Officer, simply a recommendation. 

o Should the operators of the day care chose to direct parent 
drop off and pick up to the off-street parking stalls, there 
exists ample on-street parking available along both sides of 
McMaster Boulevard for employees. Should McMaster 
Boulevard not be available there is a public parking lot in 
Nicholas Sheran park that could also be utilized short term 
such as when snow plowing is required. 
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 Land Use Bylaw rules for loading and unloading spaces: 
o There also appears to be some confusion regarding the 

terminology in the Land Use Bylaw regarding loading and 
unloading spaces. There is a section for size requirements in 
the Land Use Bylaw for loading/unloading spaces, this is laid 
out in section 9.22.8. These size requirements are for 
Industrial, Commercial, Public Buildings and some Direct 
Control Districts as they have commercial/industrial sized 
vehicles that deliver or pick up products. The Land Use 
Bylaw does not have a requirement for loading/unloading 
spaces for child care, minor developments. The size of 
vehicles that parents will be driving to drop off and pick up 
children are the same size vehicles that would fit in a typical 
parking space. 

 
 Decreased property values 

The City of Lethbridge Assessment department advises - Property 
influences are analyzed on an annual basis to determine their impact 
on value and we have seen no market evidence to prove a daycare 
would negatively impact property values. 
The properties immediately adjacent to Aslan Daycare, which is 
classified as “Child Care, Major” and accommodates up to 100 
children, have not received a tax adjustment. 
 

 Noise 
With respect to the last potential land use impact – increased noise 
from children playing outdoors, this proposal may interfere with or 
affect the enjoyment of neighbouring properties. However; there is a 
7.5m lane that separates this parcel from the parcel to the west. The 
two parcels immediately adjacent to the subject parcel would have 
the most impact as they share parcel lines and the subject parcel 
narrows in the back and this is where the children will play.   
 
SDAB should also note: 

 The applicants hope to obtain provincial approval for 50 children with 
9 staff members. 

 The children will not all be outdoors at once.  
 This is typically a scheduled activity for one or two groups at a time.  
 Children will not necessarily be outdoors all day long. Even in the 

nicest weather children need naps and to eat lunch. 
 Daycares are typically not open past 6:00 p.m. so this activity will not 

be taking place after 6:00 p.m. As most people (but not all) work 
during the day they enjoy their yards in the evenings so they will not 
be affected.  

 Daycares are not open on weekends or holidays. 
 The majority of daycares in the City are surrounded by residential 

neighbourhoods.  
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 Daycares do not contradict the noise bylaw as they are strictly 
operated in the daytime and the noise bylaw only refers to noise in 
residential districts in the nighttime. Nighttime means the period 
beginning at 10:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m. on weekdays and 10:00 p.m. 
until 9:00 a.m. on weekends.  

 There is an elementary school yard within 150m of this property. The 
children that go to the school are all out in the morning, recesses, 
lunch and the end of the day at the same time. There is also a blast 
program that operates out of this school for before and after school 
care.  

 Daycare providers have to be provincially licensed and have 
provincial regulations that they must also adhere to.  

 
 
 

Legislation & Policy Land Use Bylaw 5700 
1.4    Definitions 
9.22  Parking requirements 
9.9    General Rules for All Districts – Child Care Facilities, Major & Minor 
14.1  General Rules for Residential Districts 
14.5  R-L Low Density Residential District 
 

  
 

 

  
CONCLUSION This application was supported and approved by the Municipal Planning 

Commission for the following reasons: 
 Child Care, Minor is an allowable use in the R-L District and has 

been since 1968. 
 This proposal is for 50 children and 9 staff members. 
 The daycare would not unduly interfere with amenities of the 

neighourhood, or materially interfere with or affect the use, 
enjoyment or value of neighbouring properties. 

 The existing driveway can only accommodate 4 vehicles so a waiver 
of 5 off street parking spaces were granted with a justification that 
there’s sufficient parking along McMaster Boulevard as well as a 
public parking lot in Nicholas Sheran Park that could be used for 
short term parking.  

 Good accessibility to the daycare via vehicular traffic and/or transit. 
 Road network can handle the extra traffic. 
 Parent pick up and drop off in the driveway have no impacts on the 

neighbours.   
 The majority of daycares in the City of Lethbridge are located in 

residential neighourhoods.  
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Daycare Proposal
250 McMaster Blvd W Lethbridge, AB

Why We Chose This Property
 There are many child care programs successfully operating throughout our city under child care minor.  We operate 

one of these programs.  

 We have extensively searched for over a year for properties. We consulted with the City’s traffic department while 
looking at properties, they advised against a few before this one.  Their feedback was if at all possible to choose a 
corner lot on a connector road with room for staff parking.  This property is a corner lot on two connector roads.
McMaster Blvd and Temple Blvd are designated as a “collector” road… this means that it acts to collect all of the 
traffic from the local streets and avenues within the neighbourhood. Collector roads are intended to service much 
higher volumes of traffic than local roads, and it is our opinion that the amount of traffic would have little impact 
on the functional traffic capacity of these roads. 

 This property is located directly across from Nicholas Sheran Park.  This gives us the ability to take children to the 
park frequently reducing backyard noise for neighbours. Having a park across the street also means less neighbours 
will be impacted than at another location since there are no houses across the street.  

 This property is located within walking distance of two elementary schools: Nicholas Sheran and Children of St. 
Martha.  There is a huge need in our city for Kindercare, as the majority of Kindergarten programs are half days 
Monday-Thursday.  The BLAST program cut Kindercare programs at both of these schools.  We are willing to walk 
children from these programs which will also cut down on the amount of traffic from drop offs.  

 We didn’t buy this property on a whim, it was a well-researched, well-thought out decision. We checked the 
property to ensure that all licensing spaces and requirements are able to be implemented before we made a 
decision as well. A lot of the complaints are towards the fact that McMaster is steadily getting busier as the west 
side develops. This is what the road was created for. This road is not anywhere near its capacity. We are adding a 
less than 1% increase to traffic.
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In Lethbridge Most Child Care Programs 
are in Residential Areas. 

 It is recommended that child care programs are placed in residential areas 
both for convenience for families, and because it creates a more familiar and 
comfortable environment for the children.  It creates opportunities to go to 
nearby parks and be an active part of the community.  Children should be 
treated like the valuable members of our community that they are, not an 
inconvenience.  

 All our staff drive down 6 Avenue South every day and are not impacted by 
Narnia Childcare which is on a busier road.  

 21 (42%) of our current families live in West Lethbridge.  

Traffic and Parking
 We originally had planned on putting all the staff parking on the property. However from neighbour 

feedback and City feedback we had changed our plan to utilize unused parking spaces across the street 
(east side of the street). The City also recommended that parents use our driveway for drop offs and pick-
ups. There was never a mention for us to use the front of the property as parking (the west side of the 
street). The parking waiver was requested so staff and parents would not be parking in front of anyone's 
home, and the look of the neighbourhood will not be impacted. It also leaves space for parents to safely 
drop off on the driveway alleviating safety concerns.  

 The parking waiver isn’t creating parking spaces that didn’t exist, it is using existing parking spaces that are 
largely unused. Our staff are more than capable of parking and walking to the pedestrian cross walk to cross 
the street safely. We are very willing to find solutions to problems that are brought forward, however it is 
difficult when even the solutions given by the City are being deemed as new problems by the neighbours. 

 Neighbours have expressed concern about vehicles going too fast; parked cars will help slow them down.  

 We encourage our staff to carpool and we carpool ourselves. Some staff also use public transportation or 
walk to work.  At our current location we leave two staff parking spots open for extra drop off spots. This 
means if the other parent parking spots happen to be full at a busier drop off times parents don’t park on 
the street.

 People assume that adding a child care program significantly increases traffic, but often parents like child 
care near their home or work, and are probably already travelling these roads to get to their destinations.   

 Coming out of the driveway parents and staff will have to turn south, as there is a solid yellow line, and it is 
illegal to go north.  This creates an easy merge into traffic.  We counted traffic on June 18th from 7:30- 8:30 
a.m. as neighbours claim it is crazy at that time, and found 165 vehicles heading south this is less than 3 
cars per minutes.  We feel very strongly with this little traffic parents can easily merge safely into traffic.  
We also observed the intersection there was a maximum of three vehicles turning from Temple to McMaster 
at once, most of the time only one or two vehicles.  Wait times were very limited.  We also observed at 
least 10 children safely cross at the pedestrian cross walk.  Each time vehicles stopped very aware of the 
crosswalk.  
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The Importance of the Early Years
 Healthy child development has been identified by both the World Health 

Organization and the Public Health Agency of Canada as a powerful social 
determinant of lifelong health and well-being. The foundation of lifelong health is 
shaped from the earliest days of life. Early childhood is the period from 
conception to six years of age when significant development occurs across a range 
of skill areas including: physical (motor), speech and language, social and 
emotional, and cognitive and intellectual abilities. Brain architecture can change 
throughout life; however, in-utero and during the early childhood period, brains 
are the most sensitive to positive and negative experiences.  Lethbridge EDI 
Report (Early Development Instrument) 

 28 local organizations teamed up to be a part of the initiative. Mayor Spearman 
signed the Play Charter on National Child Day signifying the City’s commitment to 
healthy Early Childhood Spaces supporting children’s rights to play.

 “Through unstructured play, children learn social skills and emotional regulation. 
These are the type of skills that help them to develop and be engaged, healthy 
citizens later down the road,” said Lethbridge Early Years Coalition coordinator 
Vicki Hazelwood. 

Quality Child Care is an Essential Part of 
our Community

 Having a child care program in the neighbourhood does add some traffic, but 
so do schools, colleges and universities, recreational centres, grocery stores, 
churches and many other essential services.    

 Keira, Caitlin, and Eva live in Garry Station where a new seniors home is being 
built.  It will definitely add some traffic, but the social benefits for seniors, 
and our community far outweigh the minor inconveniences.  

 If parents do not have child care this can stop them from returning to work or 
force them into leaving their children in an unlicensed space that they are 
uncomfortable with.  

 As Lethbridge grows so must the amount of childcare spaces.  This also 
creates jobs in our community. 
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Having Licensed Space for only 15% of 
Children is a Serious Issue

 Licensed Child Care programs are monitored by Child Care Licensing, Alberta Health, Fire and Safety 
Inspectors, and most choose Child Care Accreditation. City Building Codes for a child care program 
also set an important standard for being both safe and barrier free such as wheelchair accessibility.  

 Child Care Licensing ensures that minimum safety requirements and standards are being met. This 
includes examining child and staff interactions, staff qualifications (including Criminal Record 
Checks, First Aid, education levels), child to staff ratios and many other standards.

 Alberta Health Inspectors ensure that basic cleanliness and safety standards are being met.

 Fire Inspectors verify that all our emergency equipment is maintained, exits are clear, and 
emergency evacuation policies are in place.  

 Accreditation is a voluntary process where the centre must prove that they are meeting best 
practice standards in Alberta.  We are an Accredited Centre.  

 These organizations are all extremely important in protecting young children and ensuring a safe, 
positive learning environment.  

 Study after study is showing that the first 5 years are the most important in brain development, and 
the best indicator of future success.  Quality Early Childhood settings are critical to ensuring best 
practice standards are being met.  It is essential to protect the most vulnerable in our community.  

Waiting Lists

 At this time we have over 30 children on our waiting list.  This number does 
not include the families who call looking for care immediately. 

 Most quality child care programs have extremely long waiting lists. We are full 
at our current centre and have to turn families away on a daily-weekly basis 
as we do not have immediate spots available. The families on our waiting list 
put their name on looking for care anywhere from a few months to a year 
away. Often we cannot accommodate a lot of these needs as we have no 
openings. 

 We have infants on our waiting list for January of 2021.  Parents call while 
still pregnant to ensure a spot.  Infant care is by far the most lacking, as 
group sizes are required to be much smaller.  
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Qualified Staff 

 We employ significantly more highly educated people than required.  

 The government requires that only 1 in 3 primary staff be either a Child 
Development Worker or Supervisor (College Educated) and 2 in 3 can be a 
Child Development Assistant.  This means we need 3/9 staff to be college 
educated, we have 8/9.   

 We also have staff trained in Special Needs and a staff working on her Masters 
Degree in Psychology, and a nurse available to answer questions.  

 Only 1 in 2 staff need First Aid according to regulations, we require all of our 
staff to have First Aid.  

Neighbour Relations

 We have very positive relationships with our closest neighbours at our current 
centre, some who initially had issues with us opening. Our next door 
neighbour had the children over to pick apples and they were thrilled.  These 
are the people who are most impacted by our presence, and they have 
completely changed their view.  The children absolutely love our neighbours 
and so do we.  Many neighbours have their friends park on our driveway on 
evenings and weekends.  They also utilize it on Canada Day to keep their 
vehicles off the street preventing possible damage to them.  

 If a neighbour expresses a reasonable concern we make every effort to 
address it immediately.  For example: We got another garbage bin when the 
lid wouldn’t close completely.  This created a smell for the neighbours. We 
called the City for a second bin the day that they mentioned it to us.  We also 
set up recycling to reduce our waste.  

 We fully intend to have positive relationships in this neighbourhood as well, 
and have a positive impact on our community.  
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Property Maintenance 

 We maintain our property and make improvements to make the property 
more appealing in the neighbourhood.  

 We spent a significant amount of money to landscape our front yard, so it is 
more aesthetically appealing. 

 We come in on weekends and holidays to ensure our sidewalk is shoveled.

 We have already replaced the roof of this property, and will continue to make 
improvements to keep it aesthetically pleasing.

Neighbours’ Concerns

 Unfortunately no matter where you ask to put a daycare the same neighbour complaints 
come up.  At our current centre the neighbours claimed us opening would cause accidents, 
cause traffic congestion, be incredibly loud, children running all over the busy street etc.  5 
years later and there hasn’t been a single accident or safety incident.  Our closest neighbours 
say they often can’t even hear the children in the backyard. They also say they enjoy having 
us as neighbours as we are gone evenings and weekends. Our other elderly next door 
neighbour comes out and chats to the children.  

 Neighbour feedback was that paving the front yard would take away from the residential look 
of the neighbourhood. We took this into consideration and changed our parking plan.  

 Daycares are unlikely to lower property values any more than a school would. Having a 
daycare in the area may change who wants to buy homes (young families instead of retirees), 
but there is no evidence to suggest lower property values) 

 We previously mentioned only having two groups of children in the backyard at once.  We 
would like to mention that having more children in the same space at once would violate 
Alberta Childcare Licensing Standards which we are governed by.  Living next to a gorgeous 
park we will utilize it often.  The amount of children outside would range from 8-18 
depending on the age group.  
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Neighbours’ Concerns 

 As to the concern that people will drop off in front of the neighbour’s house, it is 
our experience that parents much prefer to pull up on the driveway or beside the 
house.  Very few parents will cross a busy street with an infant or toddler if they 
can drop off in the driveway. We ask our parents to park in our designated spots 
and inforce this. We address parents directly if they are parking in undesignated 
areas and also write up reminders about parking in our monthly newsletter if 
needed. We have a parent handbook and have rules for where we allow our 
families to park. If they will not follow our policy we can refuse care.  

 Our neighbours stated that they bought a house on a quiet street.  Purchasing a 
house on a collector road people have to expect to live with more traffic.  This 
road isn’t being overused now, it was being under used previously. As the west side 
expands for example with Metis Trail now connecting to Temple Blvd, collector 
roads are bound to get busier, as that is their purpose.  

 It seems like many of the concerns posed regard current traffic issues rather than 
issues pertaining to use as a child care program.  Parents of young children are 
often the most careful drivers as children are so vulnerable.  If traffic in this area 
is an issue perhaps some form of traffic control would be useful such as a three 
way stop or a playground zone next to Nicholas Sheran. There is a pedestrian 
crosswalk with a light leading to Nicholas Sheran Park right at the intersection of 
the property which helps people to safely cross while accessing the park. McMaster 
Blvd has commercial properties on the street as well as a School it is well 
equipped to handle traffic.

Neighbours Concerns
 Concerns regarding parents jaywalking: In our experience, parents are overly cautious with 

their children. Parents are not going to risk running out into traffic when there is a 
pedestrian cross walk readily available steps away. We also inforce parking for our staff and 
parents in our handbooks and ensure they are using proper safety measures. 

 We are also aware that neighbours are concerned with noise from our backyard. We are very 
willing to utilize the park across the street and have several of our own safety measures in 
place to maintain supervision and safety. We do not allow younger children to walk to the 
park, we use a six-seater buggy and always use the pedestrian cross walks. We find it very 
disheartening that neighbours do not like the idea of us using a public park and that we will 
ruin their experiences there. That is not our intent. Our intent is to provide children with an 
amazing experience in one of the City’s greatest parks. It is a great disservice to them if we 
did not use this resource.  Some neighbours have brought up a licensing regulation that a 
park needs to be fenced for us to use it, this is not the case. They are citing a regulation that 
references a daycare’s own property being fenced, it is not applicable to public parks. 

 We will not monopolize the play structure area as many of our children will be too young to 
use it. We never take all 50 children to the park as this would violate provincial regulations 
on maximum group size.  

 Connector road parking happens on many streets in Lethbridge, Calgary, and most cities. It 
has been mentioned in several letters that a council member found a recommendation about 
not parking on connector roads on the internet. A council member doing a quick google 
search of connector road parking in Calgary does not supersede the education and expertize 
of the Traffic Department which is specific to Lethbridge. Using Wed MD does not make one a 
doctor.  In any case, this does not pertain to the daycare being there, parking is allowed right 
now. We are just asking to use these existing parking spaces. 
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Neighbours’ Support

 Many neighbours we spoke to were very supportive of a child care program 
opening in the area, and even offered to refer people.  They mentioned it 
being a great neighbourhood with lots of young families and schools. 
Neighbours told us they hope we enjoy the house as much as the previous 
owners.  Overall we got primarily positive comments.  Often the neighbours in 
support do not attend these meetings, as they don’t foresee it being an issue.

 We included a letter written by a senior in our community who was an 
instructor at the Lethbridge College for many years.  It offers a different 
perspective.  Not all people find the sound of children irritating.  Children 
bring so much joy to a community, and many people love the sound of 
children playing and laughing.  

 We hand delivered letters to all our closest neighbours inviting questions, but 
were not contacted by any personally.     

Conclusion  

 A few people may experience minor inconveniences, but for our City as a 
whole, every single licensed accredited child care space that opens is a huge 
win.  

 This isn’t just a business to us, it’s a service our community desperately 
needs.  We have a passion for working with young children and believe very 
strongly in what we do. Children are members of our community. Studies 
show that early childhood environments make a huge difference in children’s 
lives both now and in the future.  We strongly encourage you to support Early 
Childhood Education in our community.  
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Daycare Proposal
250 McMaster Blvd W Lethbridge, AB
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Owners of Where The Wild Things Grow
Operating for Over 5 Years

 Keira, Caitlin, and Julianne all have diplomas in Early Childhood Education. 
Eva, and Julianne both have Bachelors Degrees.  We all have been working in 
childcare for between 9-11 years.  

 We employ significantly more highly educated people than required.  

 The government requires that we have 3/9 staff college educated, 
we have 8/9.   
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Why We Chose This Property

 There are many child care programs successfully operating throughout our city 
under child care minor.  We operate one of these programs.  

 We consulted with the City’s traffic department while looking at properties.  Their 
feedback was to choose a corner lot on a connector road. 

 This property is across from Nicholas Sheran Park.  We will take children to the 
park reducing backyard noise. 

 It is within walking distance of two elementary schools. We will walk children from 
these programs to cut down on traffic.

 West Lethbridge is booming, and has very few child care programs in comparison to 
South Lethbridge.
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Parking

 It was the transportation department’s suggestion to apply for a parking 
waiver, and use our driveway as a loading zone for safety reasons.  

 Parking Waivers are not uncommon for child care centres in Lethbridge.  
Children’s House, Aslan, Caspian, Narnia, Sunny South, and Royal Axa all have 
parking waivers just to name a few.  

 Being across from a park is ideal for a parking waiver as staff will not park in 
front of any neighbours homes.  

 We encourage our staff to carpool. Staff also use public transportation or walk 
to work. 

 We ask our parents to park in our designated spots and inforce this. 
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Traffic

 People assume that adding a child care program significantly increases traffic; 
parents like child care near their home or work, and are already travelling 
these roads to get to their destinations.   

 It will be less than a 1% increase to traffic.  

 Having a child care program does add some traffic, but so do schools, colleges 
and universities, recreational centres, grocery stores, churches and many 
other essential services.    

 Purchasing a house on a collector road people have to expect to live with 
more traffic.  This road isn’t being overused now, it was being under used 
previously.

 The City employs traffic engineers, who are experts at Lethbridge traffic.  We 
think it is important to respect their professional opinion, as they have 
specialized training.  It is their opinion that this location is suitable for a child 
care program.  
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Staggered Drop Off and Pick Up Times

 Parents come twice a day for five minutes at the most. Most families have 
multiple children, other families walk, or use public transportation.  

 Parents drop off anywhere between 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., and pick up 
anywhere between 2:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

 Many children stay home one day a week. Young children occasionally get 
sick, or go on holidays. 

 On an average day we have between 39, and 45 children.  

 50 children does not mean 50 drop offs and pick ups. Often parents are 
dropping off more than one child. 

 The next 9 slides are drop off and pick up times from June 3rd- June 13th (we 
were closed June 14th for a PD Day).
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Drop Off Times for June 3 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for June 3, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 1 Before 2:00 1

7:15-7:30 2 2:00-2:15

7:30-7:45 4 2:15-2:30

7:45- 8:00 3 2:30-2:45 1

8:00-8:15 4 2:45-3:00

8:15-8:30 4 3:00-3:15

8:30-8:45 5 3:15-3:30

8:45-9:00 2 3:30-3:45 2

9:00-9:15 3 3:45-4:00 4

9:15-9:30 0 4:00-4:15 4

9:30-9:45 2 4:15-4:30 3

9:45-10:00 1 4:30-4:45 5
2 Walked

10:00-10:15 1 4:45-5:00 5

2walked

10:15-10:30 5:00-5:15 5

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00- 12:45) Some we walk 1 – 11:50
3- 12:05 Walked from School 
1-12:45

5:15-5:30 5

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 35
Walked: 3

Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 35
walked: 4

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings
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Drop Off Times for June 4 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for June 4, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 0 Before 2:00

7:15-7:30 4 2:00-2:15

7:30-7:45 3 2:15-2:30

7:45- 8:00 4 2:30-2:45

8:00-8:15 5 2:45-3:00

8:15-8:30 4 3:00-3:15 1

8:30-8:45 5 3:15-3:30 1

8:45-9:00 5 3:30-3:45 0

9:00-9:15 0 3:45-4:00 1

9:15-9:30 2 4:00-4:15 5

9:30-9:45 0 4:15-4:30 5

9:45-10:00 1 4:30-4:45 6
1 Walked

10:00-10:15 1 4:45-5:00 6

1 walked

10:15-10:30 5:00-5:15 6

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00- 12:45) Some we walk 1 – 11:50
4- 12:05 3  Walked from School 
1-12:45

5:15-5:30 6

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 37
Walked: 3

Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 37
walked: 2

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings
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Drop Off Times for June 5 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for June 5, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 1 Before 2:00

7:15-7:30 5 2:00-2:15

7:30-7:45 5 2:15-2:30 1

7:45- 8:00 3 2:30-2:45

8:00-8:15 5 2:45-3:00 1

8:15-8:30 4 3:00-3:15 2

8:30-8:45 5 3:15-3:30 1

8:45-9:00 3 3:30-3:45 1

9:00-9:15 2 3:45-4:00 2

9:15-9:30 0 4:00-4:15 5

9:30-9:45 2 4:15-4:30 5

9:45-10:00 1 4:30-4:45 6

10:00-10:15 1 4:45-5:00 5

10:15-10:30 5:00-5:15 5
1 Walked

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00-
12:45) Some we walk

4 – 11:45 -12:00
3- 12:05 Walked from School 
1-12:45

5:15-5:30 6

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 41
Walked: 3

Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 40
walked: 1

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings

142



2019‐06‐19

10

Drop Off Times for June 6, 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for June 6, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 0 Before 2:00

7:15-7:30 1 2:00-2:15 1

7:30-7:45 2 2:15-2:30

7:45- 8:00 5 2:30-2:45

8:00-8:15 5 2:45-3:00

8:15-8:30 6 3:00-3:15 1

8:30-8:45 6 3:15-3:30 1

8:45-9:00 6 3:30-3:45 0

9:00-9:15 1 3:45-4:00 2

9:15-9:30 1 4:00-4:15 3

9:30-9:45 0 4:15-4:30 5

9:45-10:00 0 4:30-4:45 6
1 Walked

10:00-10:15 1 4:45-5:00 6
1 walked

10:15-10:30 5:00-5:15 5

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00- 12:45) Some we walk 3 – 11:45 -12:00
3- 12:05 Walked from School 
1-12:45

5:15-5:30 6

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 38
Walked: 3

Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 36
walked: 2

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings

143



2019‐06‐19

11

Drop Off Times for June 7, 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for April 3, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 1 Before 2:00 2

7:15-7:30 1 2:00-2:15 2

7:30-7:45 3 2:15-2:30 1

7:45- 8:00 1 2:30-2:45 1

8:00-8:15 3 2:45-3:00 0

8:15-8:30 4 3:00-3:15 1

8:30-8:45 5 3:15-3:30 0

8:45-9:00 3 3:30-3:45 1

9:00-9:15 5 3:45-4:00 1

9:15-9:30 0 4:00-4:15 2

9:30-9:45 1 4:15-4:30 1

9:45-10:00 0 4:30-4:45 3
1 Walked

10:00-10:15 1 4:45-5:00 4

10:15-10:30 5:00-5:15 5

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00- 12:45) Some we walk 1 - 12:00 5:15-5:30 4

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 29 Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 27
walked: 1

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings
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Drop Off Times for June 10, 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for June 10, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 0 Before 2:00 0

7:15-7:30 4 2:00-2:15 1

7:30-7:45 3 2:15-2:30 0

7:45- 8:00 4 2:30-2:45 1

8:00-8:15 5 2:45-3:00 0

8:15-8:30 4 3:00-3:15 0

8:30-8:45 4 3:15-3:30 1

8:45-9:00 2 3:30-3:45 0

9:00-9:15 3 3:45-4:00 2

9:15-9:30 2 4:00-4:15 5

9:30-9:45 2 4:15-4:30 5
1 walked

9:45-10:00 0 4:30-4:45 5
1 Walked

10:00-10:15 0 4:45-5:00 6

10:15-10:30 0 5:00-5:15 6

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00- 12:45) Some we walk 2 – 11:45 - 12:00
3- 12:05 walked from school
1- 12:30 – 12:45

5:15-5:30 4

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 36
Walked: 3

Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 36
walked: 2

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings
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Drop Off Times for June 11, 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for June 11, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 1 Before 2:00 0

7:15-7:30 3 2:00-2:15 0

7:30-7:45 4 2:15-2:30 0

7:45- 8:00 4 2:30-2:45 0

8:00-8:15 3 2:45-3:00 0

8:15-8:30 4 3:00-3:15 0

8:30-8:45 4 3:15-3:30 1

8:45-9:00 1 3:30-3:45 0

9:00-9:15 2 3:45-4:00 1

9:15-9:30 0 4:00-4:15 5

9:30-9:45 0 4:15-4:30 5

9:45-10:00 0 4:30-4:45 6
1 Walked

10:00-10:15 1 4:45-5:00 6
1 Walked

10:15-10:30 0 5:00-5:15 5

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00- 12:45) Some we walk 2 – 11:45 - 12:00
4- 12:05  3 walked from school
1- 12:30 – 12:45

5:15-5:30 3

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 31
Walked: 3

Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 32
walked: 2

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings
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Drop Off Times for June 12, 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for June 12, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 0 Before 2:00 0

7:15-7:30 4 2:00-2:15 0

7:30-7:45 5 2:15-2:30 1

7:45- 8:00 2 2:30-2:45 0

8:00-8:15 3 2:45-3:00 0

8:15-8:30 1 3:00-3:15 1

8:30-8:45 5 3:15-3:30 1

8:45-9:00 2 3:30-3:45 2

9:00-9:15 1 3:45-4:00 4

9:15-9:30 0 4:00-4:15 4

9:30-9:45 0 4:15-4:30 4

9:45-10:00 0 4:30-4:45 5
1 Walked

10:00-10:15 2 4:45-5:00 4

10:15-10:30 0 5:00-5:15 4

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00- 12:45) Some we walk 3 – 11:45 - 12:00
3- 12:05 walked from school
1- 12:30 – 12:45

5:15-5:30 2

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 29
Walked: 3

Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 32
walked: 1

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings
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Drop Off Times for June 13, 2019 Vehicles Pick Up Times for June 13, 2019 Vehicles

7:00-7:15 0 Before 2:00 0

7:15-7:30 3 2:00-2:15 1

7:30-7:45 1 2:15-2:30 0

7:45- 8:00 1 2:30-2:45 0

8:00-8:15 3 2:45-3:00 0

8:15-8:30 5 3:00-3:15 1

8:30-8:45 5 3:15-3:30 1

8:45-9:00 3 3:30-3:45 0

9:00-9:15 2 3:45-4:00 1

9:15-9:30 0 4:00-4:15 3

9:30-9:45 2 4:15-4:30 6

9:45-10:00 0 4:30-4:45 6
1 Walked

10:00-10:15 1 4:45-5:00 5

10:15-10:30 0 5:00-5:15 5

Kindergarten Drop Off (12:00- 12:45) Some we walk 1-12:00 -12:15
1- 12:45 – 1:00
2- 1:00 – 1:15 (walked from school) 

5:15-5:30 0

Total Drop Offs Vehicles: 28
Walked: 2

Total Pick Ups Vehicles: 29
walked: 1

*Drop offs take between 2‐5 minutes typically
*Pickups take between 3‐6 minutes typically
*We use an app to communicate with the parents about their child’s day, so typically they don’t stay to talk about their child’s day as it is all emailed in a report
*Only Children who walk daily were added in the walking tally 
*Also keep in mind often there is more than one child being dropped off in one vehicle. At our current centre we have 8 sets of siblings
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Hours of Operation and Noise

 We are open from Monday-Friday 7 a.m. – 5.30 p.m.

 We are closed all Holidays, and for Christmas Break 

 When in the backyard only two groups of children will be out at once, as it 
would violate Alberta Childcare Licensing Standards.  

 Playing outside creates some noise, but we encourage children to be 
considerate of neighbours. 

 The amount of children outside would range from 8-18 depending on the age 
group.  
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2018 Alberta Statistics

At this time we have over 30 children on our waiting list.  This number does not 
include the families who call looking for care immediately. 
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Having Licensed Space for only 15% of 
Children is a Serious Issue

 Licensed Child Care programs are monitored by:

 Child Care Licensing

 Alberta Health

 Fire and Safety Inspectors

 Child Care Accreditation

 City Building Codes for a child care program also set an important standard 
for being both safe and barrier free such as wheelchair accessibility
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Neighbour Relations

 We have positive relationships with our neighbours at our current centre, who 
had issues with us opening. 

 If a neighbour expresses a reasonable concern we make every effort to 
address it immediately. 

 We fully intend to have positive relationships in this neighbourhood.

 We maintain our property and make improvements to make it more 
appealing.

 We come in on weekends and holidays to ensure our sidewalk is shoveled.

 There is no evidence to suggest child care programs lower property values. 
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Neighbours Concerns

 One neighbour canvassed around far out of the likely impacted zone (by the City’s own 
definition) Many of the appellants are not close enough to likely be impacted.

 We feel this spread a lot of fear, and misinformation to people not at the first meeting.  

 This neighbour also started a petition, we started a counter petition that has received a lot 
of support.  We think it’s important for you to know that many members of our community 
are fully in support of this project.  

 We understand change is difficult, but often reality is no where close to what people 
imagine.  If you look back at our attendance charts recording vehicles coming, and going for a 
two week period you can clearly see 50 cars do not arrive at once.  This is a very common 
misconception.  

 We would like to point out the traffic department is completely non partisan, they look at 
facts and statistics that many of us don’t have access to, and probably wouldn’t understand if 
we did.  Neighbours perceptions do not negate facts.

 The concerns expressed in this neighbourhood have been identical to our South side location, 
where we have now been successfully operating for 5 years without a single traffic or safety 
incident.  The fears of us operating diminished very quickly after opening.  
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Neighbours’ Support

 Many neighbours we spoke to were supportive of a child care program 
opening. Overall we got primarily positive comments. 

 Often the neighbours in support do not attend these meetings, as they don’t 
foresee it being an issue.

 We hand delivered letters to all our closest neighbours inviting questions, but 
were not contacted by any personally.     
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Conclusion  

 A few people may experience minor inconveniences, but for our City as a 
whole, every single licensed accredited child care space that opens is a huge 
win.  

 This isn’t just a business to us, it’s a service our community desperately 
needs.  We have a passion for working with young children and believe very 
strongly in what we do. Children are members of our community. 

 Studies show that early childhood environments make a huge difference in 
children’s lives both now and in the future.  We strongly encourage you to 
support Early Childhood Education in our community.  
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June 20, 2019 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
We (Mary & Ted Nanninga) purchased our home at 51 Temple Blvd two years ago. At that time 
we appreciated the close proximity to Nicolas Sheran Park and what appeared to be a quiet 
neighbourhood. 
We were very concerned to learn that a daycare has been planned for the very busy intersection 
of Temple Blvd and McMaster Blvd West. The traffic hazards and congestion issues in the area 
include: 

 Many children, seniors and cyclists use the crosswalk to cross McMaster and more traffic 
in the immediate area will put them at further risk.  

 This intersection is already congested because of construction and development in other 
areas of the west side. There is almost constant traffic down Temple Blvd now 

 Even with staggered drop-off (don't know that this is realistic as most people work a 
similar schedule 8-4/9-5) it would still mean many cars parked outside a house with few 
spaces. Recently the neighborhood school of St. Martha's had to create a second driveway 
to keep children safe and prevent congestion on McMaster. This would not be an option 
for the daycare. 

 Observing drop-offs at any other the neighbourhood school proves that parents drive 
erratically (u-turns), stop suddenly and jaywalk in order to make it on time for school and 
themselves to work. This is a hazard to themselves and puts other drivers at risk. We now 
drive the long way to work to avoid school zones for this reason. 

Thank you for taking the time to hear our concerns and I hope you will make an educated 
decision regarding this development. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary & Ted Nanninga 
51 Temple Blvd, W 
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